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“FRESH AND 
UNEXPECTED.”
JAMI BERNARD, 
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS

“AN EMOTIONALLY
CHARGED FILM 
THAT WILL 
MAKE YOU 
LAUGH AND 
CRY.”
RUTHE STEIN, 
SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

“A TOTALLY OFF-THE-HOOK 
CROWD PLEASER.”

SHAWN EDWARDS, FOX-TV

“A TOTALLY OFF-THE-HOOK 
CROWD PLEASER.”

SHAWN EDWARDS, FOX-TV

AMC 
MAPLE RIDGE 8 
4276 Maple Road 
716/833-9500
INDEPENDENT 
FLIX THEATRES 
4901 Transit Road 
716/668-FLIX

REGAL CINEMAS 
ELMWOOD CENTER 16 
2001 Elmwood Avenue 
800/FANDANGO #273
REGAL CINEMAS 
HOLLYWOOD STADIUM 12 
I-190 Niagara Falls Blvd. Exit 
800/FANDANGO #276

REGAL CINEMAS 
QUAKER CROSSING 18 
3450 Amelia Drive 
800/FANDANGO #277
REGAL CINEMAS 
TRANSIT CENTER 18 
Transit & Wehrle Drive 
800/FANDANGO #281

REGAL CINEMAS 
WALDEN GALLERIA 
I-90 Exit 52 
800/FANDANGO #1738

SPECIAL ENGAGEMENTS 
NO PASSES OR DISCOUNT

COUPONS ACCEPTED

CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES
OR CALL FOR SOUND 

INFORMATION AND SHOWTIMES

Area Codes: (716)
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Seldom have I ever been moved by a 
film as I was by Joyeux Noel, one of this 
year’s nominees for the Oscar for Best 
Foreign Language Film. (It certainly 
deserved to win more than the South 
African film that did take the prize, 
Tsotsi, which is scheduled to open here 
next week.) 

This handsomely produced drama is 
based on the true story of the Christmas 
Eve in 1914, the first year of World War 
I, when British, French and German 
soldiers entrenched in a French battle-
field lay down their arms for the day to 
celebrate the holiday as best they could. 
Coming from countries nearer to each 
other than many American states are, 
sharing the same religion, they found 
that they had one more thing in com-
mon with each other and no one else: 
the experience of sitting for weeks and 
months in cold, wet trenches, never 
knowing when they would be called 
upon to fight or to die. 

The actual Christmas truce has been a 
legend for so long that many may think 
of it as mythic. It’s a story that appeals 
to us because it speaks of an innate 
desire for peace. But this film written 
and directed by Christian Carion goes 
deeper. It examines the means through 
which governments rouse their people 
to war, enlisting teachers, clerics and 
the media to whip the public in a fren-
zy of bloodlust. 

Joyeux Noel opens with schoolchildren 
from different countries singing pro-
paganda songs about what subhuman 
monsters the enemies are. More damn-
ingly it ends with a man of the cloth 

chastising those under him for insuffi-
ciently hating the enemy, proclaiming 
that they “do not think like us—they 
are not children of our lord.” He may 
actually believe this, or he may be try-
ing to manipulate his staff. Both are 
unforgiveable. 

Carion’s point is so basic that it makes 
the film sound almost simpleminded to 
spell it out: Wars can occur only when 
one group of people can be led to 
deny the humanity of another group. 
It’s a lesson that can’t be repeated too 
often, though, and he does so with 
skill, interweaving a large number of 
characters and actors speaking differ-
ent languages with clarity. (It’s ironic 
that, while many war films suffer from 
the fact that soldiers in battle tend to 
look indistinguishable, this film about 
soldiers discovering their lack of differ-
ences does such a good job of keeping 
them distinct.) 

Researched in great detail, the events 
depicted are true. It reminds us of the 
elemental, personal horrors of a four-
year catastrophe that led to the deaths 
of 10 million people, reminding us why 
it was referred to, for too short a time, 
as “the war to end all wars.” And it ends 
with scenes of official foolishness remi-
niscent of Stanley Kubrick’s Paths of 
Glory, a film to which it deserves to be 
compared. It’s that good. And it’s only 
likely to be in town for one week, so 
put off whatever else you were thinking 
of seeing this weekend to make room 
for it.

HOLIDAY RETREAT
Joyeux Noel
review by M. Faust

Alex Fems, Daniel Brühl and Guillaume Canet in Joyeux Noel
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To see trailers of the movies reviewed, visit ARTVOICE.COM.  To respond to any of the film reviews,
e-mail artvoicefilm@aol.com or write to: Artvoice, 810 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14202


