
23may 11, 2006    |          |

Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE

Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE

AMC MAPLE RIDGE 8 
4276 Maple Road 
716/833-9500
DIPSON THEATRES 
MARKET ARCADE FILM & 
ARTS CENTRE 
Downtown Theatre District 
716/855-3022

DIPSON THEATRES 
MCKINLEY 6 McKinley &
Milestrip Roads 
716/824-3479
INDEPENDENT 
FLIX THEATRES 
4901 Transit Road 
716/668-FLIX

REGAL CINEMAS 
ELMWOOD CENTER 16 
2001 Elmwood Avenue 
800/FANDANGO #273
REGAL CINEMAS 
HOLLYWOOD STADIUM 12 
I-190 Niagara Falls Blvd. Exit 
800/FANDANGO #276

REGAL CINEMAS 
QUAKER CROSSING 18 
3450 Amelia Drive 
800/FANDANGO #277
REGAL CINEMAS 
TRANSIT CENTER 18 
Transit & Wehrle Drive 
800/FANDANGO #281

REGAL CINEMAS 
WALDEN GALLERIA I-90 Exit 52 
800/FANDANGO #1738

SPECIAL ENGAGEMENTS 
NO PASSES OR DISCOUNT 

COUPONS ACCEPTED

CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES OR 
CALL FOR SOUND INFORMATION 

AND SHOWTIMES

REGAL CINEMAS TRANSIT CENTER IMAX 6707 Transit Rd @ Transit Cntr. 716/632-4629

MOBILE USERS: FREE SHOWTIMES - TEXT POSEIDON WITH YOUR ZIP CODE TO 43KIX (43549)!

Area Codes: (716)

Buffalo Artvoice • Thu 5/11 • 2x6’’
JobID#: 227089

Name: 0511_Pos_BufArtV.pdf  #112

*227089*

STARTS FRIDAY, MAY 12
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CALL FOR RESERVATIONS OR INFO

                      yourplaceto

CELEBRATE

Think back to the original The Poseidon 
Adventure, from that halcyon year of 
1972, and what images pop into your 
mind? Shelly Winters’ death scene, 
probably. Or maybe one of hipster priest 
Gene Hackman’s speeches exhorting his 
band of survivors not to just lay down 
and die because God isn’t going to help 
them? Or New York cop Ernest Borgnine 
reassuring his wife Stella Stevens that no 
one on board is likely to recognize her 
from her former career as a hooker. Or 
Roddy McDowell mooning over Carol 
Lynley (it’s called acting, folks). 

If you saw it anytime after the 1980s, you 
may have been struck by the odd sight of 
Leslie Nielsen in one of the straight roles 
that he’s spent the last three decades 
making fun of.

The point is, what you remember about 
the progenitor of the whole disaster 
movie genre was the people, not the spe-
cial effects. Because that’s the number 
one rule of disaster movies: You have to 
care about, or at least be interested in, 
the people that the disaster is happen-
ing to.

That’s not the case with Poseidon, Wolf-
gang Petersen’s $160 million remake. 
Hitting the big screen less than six 
months after a Hallmark made-for-TV 
version, this aims to be a leaner version 
of the story; instead, it’s merely meaner, 
an obstacle course stripped of human 
drama.

There’s nothing left from the original 
screenplay other than the general out-
line: On New Year’s Eve, a luxury liner 
is capsized by a giant “rogue wave.” De-
spite the captain’s insistence that all of 
the survivors wait for help in the main 
ballroom, a group sets out to save them-
selves by climbing to the bottom of the 
ship. 

This is a smaller band than the 12 who 
followed Father Gene in 1972—I count 
eight, though it seems like fewer because 
for the most part they’re an undifferenti-
ated mass of bodies. During one scene 

in which one survivor backtracked to res-
cue a pair of trapped stragglers, I was at 
a loss to remember who had been killed 
and who hadn’t.

Given the cost, maybe we shouldn’t be 
surprised that Petersen gives his actors 
short shrift. But the special effects aren’t 
all that special; the oversized sets are only 
featured in a few scenes—after which 
most of the film takes place in smaller 
areas that any Hollywood set designer 
should have been able to toss together 
in a few days. What should have been the 
film’s centerpieces, two scenes in which 
most of the passengers are killed, are 
curiously unmoving, as if they were left 
entirely to the second unit.

For the man who made the definitive film 
about seagoing claustrophobia, Das Boot, 
Petersen gets remarkably little out of the 
setting. A scene with our heroes trapped 
in an air-conditioning shaft is probably 
the most effective, even as you’re aware 
of how mechanically prolonged it is. (For 
egregious fakery, though, it has nothing 
on the magic raft that appears in the 
final scene, as if flung at our heroes by 
Neptune himself.)

Given that Poseidon runs barely 90 min-
utes, less the end credits, it seems likely 
that a lot of the dramatic scenes were 
trimmed, either before or after shoot-
ing. It seems hard to believe that, for 
instance, Richard Dreyfuss would sign 
on for what in the finished film is such 
a nothing role. (Early on, I was pleased 
to note that his character’s homosexual-
ity was not an issue in his actions. By the 
time the film was over, I realized that in-
dicating that he was gay was only a point-
less way of trying to imply character by 
shorthand rather than taking the trouble 
to develop any.) 

In the end, Poseidon is a disaster movie 
that Roger Corman might have made, 
fast and forgettable. Corman just would 
have spent a lot less money on it. 

HERE SHE BLOWS
Poseidon
review by M. Faust

Mike Vogel and Emmy Rossum in Poseidon
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To see trailers of the movies reviewed, visit ARTVOICE.COM.  To respond to any of the film reviews,
e-mail artvoicefilm@aol.com or write to: Artvoice, 810 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14202


