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ALLEGANY COUNTY FAIR (Allegany County 
Fairgrounds, Angelica) July 17-22. Features Aaron 
Tippin, July 21, 6 & 9pm. $7 general admission (3 
and over) except Friday night. (585-466-7453) 
www.alleganycountyfair.org

ALLEGANY HERITAGE DAYS (various locations, 
Allegany) August 4 & 5. Craft sales, flea market, 
children’s entertainment and more. Free (585-
466-3216)

ALLENTOWN ART FESTIVAL (Allentown Dis-
trict, Buffalo) June 10-11, 11am-6 pm. One of the 
largest arts festivals in the country. Quality arts 
and crafts. Free (881-4269) www.allentownartfes-
tival.com

AMERICAN RED CROSS THE BASH (786 Dela-
ware Avenue, Buffalo) June 2 7pm-midnight. 
American Red Cross’ annual fund raiser with a 
vast array of food, beverages, live entertainment, 
raffle and silent auction. Lance Diamond and his 
24 Karat Band, 9-11pm. Tickets are $40.77 per per-
son. (878-2372) www.greaterbuffalo.redcross.org

ANTIQUE FARM FAIR (Jefferson Street/Town 
Hall, Ellicottville) July 22, homemade food, music, 
farm auction, live animals, music by Blue Mule 
(378-0916)

ARTCAMP DAY (Carnegie Art Center, 240 
Goundry St., North Tonawanda) June 17, noon-
4pm. Visual and performing arts event featuring 
a variety of interactive activities and projects for 
the entire family. Free. (694-4400) 

ART IN THE GARDENS (Niagara Parks & botani-
cal Gardens & Arboretum, Ontario) June 9-11, July 
8 & 9, Aug 12 & 13, 11am-5pm. Featuring artwork by 
local artisans, hands on activities for children, 99-
acre garden (1-877-642-7275) www.niagaraparks.
com

ARTS IN THE GARDEN (Sonnenberg Gardens 
& Mansion, 151 Charlotte Street, Canandaigua) 
Aug 26-27, featuring paintings, prints, sculptures, 
ceramics, jewelry, Finger Lakes food and wine, ad-
mission $5 (315-521-1876) www.genevarts.com

ART ON PORCHES (Bird Avenue and Abbotts-
ford Place Buffalo) Aug 5, 11am-5pm. Showcases 
the upper West Side neighborhood and local art-
ists showing their work on front porches. Musical 
entertainment, children’s activities (833-7745) ar-
tonporches.org. 

ARTPARK, (450 South Fourth Street, Lewiston). 
Also see “Dance,” “Theatre,” “Music” and “Kids 
Stuff” listings. Family Weekends starting at noon. 
Theater and shows also throughout the summer. 
Ticket prices vary. (754-4375) www.artpark.net

ART IN THE PARK ARTS FESTIVAL (Charles 
E. Burchfield Nature & Art Center, 2001 Union 
Road, West Seneca). Sun., August 6, 10am–4pm. 
Art, sculpture, pottery, photography, weavings 
and more on display and available for purchase. 
Live music, food, childrens’ activities and tours of 
the grounds and gallery. Free. (677-4843) www.
buffalo.com/burchfieldnatureandart

BACH & BEYOND FESTIVAL (Fredonia Opera 
House, 9 Church St., Fredonia) June 9 & 10 at 
8pm, June 11 at 4pm. Music of 17th- & 18th-century 
composers. Tickets $18 for each concert or $48 for 
all (679-1891) www/fredopera.org 

BEATFEST (Breezy Hill Lodge 10458 Chautauqua 
Road, New Albion) June 3, the 2nd Annual all-day 
benefit music festival event, bands including Jony 
James Blues Band, Todd Eberwine Band, street-
inspired poetry of [ONE], Alex Mead, Pseudo-
Slang and more, proceeds got to People United 
for Sustainable Housing (907-8493).

events,fairsandfestivals Please note: strictly music-related festivals are listed
in the Music section of this calendar.

summerguide

The performance of Woody Allen’s New 
Orleans Jazz Band on the opening night of 
the Rochester International Jazz Festival 
highlights the lengths that the event’s or-
ganizers have gone to create an intriguing 
and varied lineup. It also may seem like a bit 
of a publicity grab in a festival that boasts 
such revered jazz figures as McCoy Tyner, 
Wayne Shorter and Toots Thielmans.

It’s been said that every successful musi-
cian secretly wants to be an actor and vice 
versa. While there have been a number of 
entertainers who have leapt headlong into 
the world of cinema with some modicum 
of good fortune, the cases of actors mak-
ing any sort of lasting impression in the mu-
sic world are far less frequent. It would be 
easy to make a short list of crummy groups 
that were spawned by the egos of well-
known thespians, but we’ll rise above those 
easy pickings and take the high road here. 
(Well, okay, just a couple: Keanu Reeves’ 
not-so-action-packed turn as bass player 
for the alterna-also-rans Dogstar, Russell 
Crowe’s questionable method mumbling 
with 30 Odd Foot of Grunts and, what the 
heck, any music created by Kevin Bacon.)

Woody Allen’s musical career is far harder 
to categorize and, to some, far harder to 
call into question. While his abilities as a 
filmmaker, actor, author and comedian 

have raised Allen to icon 
status, the artist has quiet-
ly been sidelining as a jazz 
clarinetist since his ado-
lescence. Most likely, Allen 
would take umbrage to the 
use of the word “sidelin-
ing”—Allen’s love of Dixie-
land and New Orleans jazz 
has always been evident in 
his films’ soundtracks, and 
the director chose to play 
with his jazz band at their 
regular weekly residency 
in New York rather than 
pick up an Oscar for An-
nie Hall in the late 1970s. 
It wouldn’t be the last time 
that Allen would defer to 
his passion for music over 
the glitz and glamour as-
sociated with the film in-
dustry.

Along with allowing the 
prying eyes of the public 
to take a closer look into 
Allen’s guarded relation-
ship with wife Soon-Yi 
Previn, the 1998 docu-
mentary Wild Man Blues 
provided another valuable 

insight: As a clarinetist, Woody Allen is no 
virtuoso. Still, Allen’s career as a musician 
has never been about accolades. First and 
foremost, Allen has played in jazz bands 
because of his love of the form. Through 
his films and live performances, he also 
has managed to help bring attention to 
many seemingly forgotten musicians that 
may have otherwise been lost to new gen-
erations. Whether or not Woody Allen’s 
playing is on par with Woody Herman’s re-
ally isn’t a fair comparison. But whether it 
manages to swing, cause toes to tap and 
audiences to smile is a valid consideration. 
The answer to that query is positively in 
the affirmative.

On June 9, Woody Allen and His New Or-
leans Jazz Band will perform an exclusive 
benefit concert with proceeds being do-
nated to the New Orleans Musicians Hur-
ricane Relief Fund.

Rochester International Jazz Festival

Woody Allen and His New Orleans Jazz 
Band

June 9, 8pm, Eastman Theatre

www.rochesterjazz.com

—mark norris

DECONSTRUCTING WOODY Woody Allen and His New Orleans Jazz Band
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www.waikikiwatercraft.com
River Oaks Marina 

101 Whitehaven Rd • Grand Island NY 14072

716-773-5862
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