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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA
FORT MYERS DIVISION

JENNIFER COUTURE; RALPH
GARRAMONE M.D. P.A. d/b/a
GARRAMONE PLASTIC SURGERY,

Plaintiff,
VS.

DANESH NOSHIRVAN a/k/a
@THATDANESHGUY; TIKTOK
INC.; AND BYTEDANCE, INC.,
JOHN DOES 1-100, being fictitious
names, and ABC CORPORATIONS 1-
100 being fictitious names,

Defendants.

Civil Case No.: 2:23-cv-00340
HON. Sheri Polster Chappell, U.S.D.J.

AMENDED COMPLAINT FOR
DAMAGES

JURY TRIAL DEMAND

Plaintiffs Jennifer Couture (hereinafter “Couture”) and Ralph Garramone

M.D. P.A. d/b/a Garramone Plastic Surgery (“Garramone”), by and through their

attorney the Law Office of Patrick Trainor, Esq, LLC, as for their Complaint

against defendants Danesh Noshirvan a/k/a @thatdaneshguy, TikTok Inc., and

Bytedance, Inc., hereby alleges as follows:

STATEMENT OF THE CASE

Danesh Noshirvan is a prolific cyberstalker and repeat offender who

publishes a Tiktok account with 1.6 million followers known as

“@thatdaneshguy,” as a fee-for-service online and telephonic cyberstalking



Case 2:23-cv-00340-SPC-KCD Document 9 Filed 05/30/23 Page 2 of 38 PagelD 79

service to enrich himself with illicit profits, to humiliate his victims, and to mete
out consequences that he deems appropriate.

TikTok is a unique social media platform for its use of short-form videos,
but also because of its several in-app monetization features that enables users to
purchase TikTok’s proprietary in-app currency known as “coins” and then use the
coins to purchase in-app gifts to “tip” and “gift” eligible Creators, i.e., users with a
large following. “Eligible Creators” redeem their accrued gifts for real cash
through the TikTok exchange and TikTok takes a 50% cut of the Creator’s cash
payout as a commission fee.

Danesh’s scheme is simple. He acquires videos where the subject was
recorded in an argument with another, making an off-color joke, or supporting an
unpopular position. Unless he is paid to determine otherwise, Danesh determines
that the subject (his target) is the antagonist, and he takes up the case to help the
“victim.” Danesh then re-posts an edited version of the video, overlayed with a
video clip of himself (TikTok refers to this as a “stitch”) that “doxes” or discloses
the target’s personal identifying information, such as name, employer, contact
information with the intent of inciting his followers to join him. Danesh’s
campaigns of rage and harassment often go offline, as happened here. After
Danesh doxed Couture, on three separate occasions strangers visited Couture’s

mother’s home looking for Couture.
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Not all of Danesh’s 1.6 million TikTok followers participate. However,
Danesh proclaims himself the “Shah of Daneland, ” and among his TikTok
followers exists a small subset of cult-like followers referred to as “Danelanders.”
To incite Danelanders, Danesh describes the target as an “anti-vaxer,” “child
abuser,” or “anti-masker.” Remarkably Danelanders respond to Danesh’s
incitement and eagerly participate in his campaigns of online and telephonic
harassment. Danesh executed this playbook to conduct a months-long campaign of
online and telephonic harassment and rage to attack Couture and Garramone at
their homes and businesses in Cape Coral and Fort Myers. During which he
exploited TikTok’s unique monetization to earn hundreds of thousands of dollars
in in-app profits that he split 50/50 with TikTok.

THE PARTIES

1. At all times mentioned in this complaint, plaintiff Jennifer Couture,
was and now is a citizen of the County of Lee, State of Florida.

2. Ralph Garramone M.D. P.A. d/b/a Garramone Plastic Surgery
(“Garramone”) is a professional association organized and existing under the laws
of the State of Florida. Ralph Garramone is the sole member of the professional
association, and he was and now is a citizen of the County of Lee, State of Florida.

3. Upon information and belief Defendant Danesh Noshirvan a/k/a

“@thatdaneshguy” (collectively referred to as “Danesh”), is an individual residing
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in Mansfield, Pennsylvania, and a resident of, and domiciled in the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania.

4. Tiktok, Inc., (“Tiktok™) is a foreign corporation organized under the
laws of the State of California with its principal place of business located at 5800
Bristol Parkway, Culver City, California, 90230.

5. Bytedance, Inc. (“Bytedance”) is a foreign technology corporation
organized under the laws of the State of Delaware with its principal place of
business located at 250 Bryant St., Mountainview, California 94041 and is the
parent corporation of Tiktok. (TikTok and Bytedance are hereinafter collectively

referred to as “TikTok™).

JURISDICTION AND VENUE
6. This Court has diversity jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28
U.S.C. § 1332(a)(1).
7. The Court has supplemental jurisdiction over the state law claims

asserted in this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1367(a).
8. Venue is proper in the Middle District under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b)(2),
because a substantial part of the acts or omissions giving rise to the claims

occurred in this district.

INTRODUCTION
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0. Danesh Noshirvan is a prolific cyberstalker, harasser, and repeat
offender who publishes Tiktok account @thatdaneshguy,” as a fee-for-service
cyberstalking service. Danesh advertises his cyberstalking service on his TikTok
account profile under the banner “Need someone identified?” alongside the link to
his CashApp mobile payment service.

10. Defendant TikTok is a short-form video-sharing social media platform
that provides the tools necessary for its users to edit, modify, and create short-form
videos. TikTok refers to users who post videos on its platform as “Creators.”

11.  Danesh is a high-volume in-app revenue producer who refers to
himself as the “Shah of Daneland,” and among @thatdaneshguy’s 1.6 million
TikTok followers, exists a small subset of cult-like followers referred to as
“Danelanders.” Upon Danesh’s incitement, Danelanders participate in his
campaigns of online and telephonic harassment and rage.

TIKTOK’S UNIQUE MONETIZATION FEATURES

12.  Tiktok is a unique social media platform for its use of short-form
videos and also because it offers several in-app monetization features, which
enable TikTok to share the in-app revenue that “eligible Creators” generate

through “tips” and “gifts.” In 2022, TikTok generated $1.5 billion in in-app
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revenue and year-to-date 2023, TikTok has generated $205 million more in-app
revenue “than Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter combined.”!

13. TikTok’s several in-app monetization features include its proprietary

99 ¢¢

virtual currency known as TikTok coins, “live gifting,” “tips” in cash

denominations, and monthly subscription fees from its Live Subscription program
paid directly through TikTok.

14.  Tiktok’s Creators Portal explains that coins, tips, and gifts provide
viewers the opportunity to pay creators for the video content they create:

“The Video Gifts feature gives creators another opportunity to
collect Diamonds by allowing their viewers to send a virtual
gift in the comments section of a video. TikTok awards
Diamonds to creators based on the popularity of their videos,
and a key metric that TikTok uses to assess the popularity of a
video is the number of Gifts sent to a creator’s content.”
https://www.tiktok.com/creators/creator-portal/en-us/getting-
paid-to-create/video-gifts/ (last visited May 3, 2023).

15. Importantly, not all creators are eligible to participate in TikTok’s in-
app monetization features. TikTok’s in-app monetization features are restricted to
“eligible creators” that are 18 or older, have at least 100,000 followers, an account

in good standing that is more than 30 days old, published a public video in the last

! John Koetsier, TikTok Earned $205 Million More Than Facebook, Twitter, Snap And
Instagram Combined On In-App Purchases In 2023, Forbes.com (Mar. 1, 2023),
https://www.forbes.com/sites/johnkoetsier/2023/03/01/tiktok-earned-205-million-more-than-
facebook-twitter-snap-and-instagram-combined-on-in-app-purchases-in-2023/?sh=7af8197142d4
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b

30 days and can’t have repeated violations of [TikTok’s] Community Guidelines.?

Community Guidelines prohibit harassing, humiliating, threatening, and doxing.?
16.  Tiktok’s in-app monetization begins with its proprietary virtual

currency known as “coins.” Users must purchase coins from the TikTok exchange

with a credit/debit card, but coins have no monetary value outside of TikTok.

d" TikTok - + voees [T
Get Coins
Lag in
Recharge
70 350 700 1,400

3,500 7,000 17,500 Custom

Figure 1 Screen capture of TikTok’s exchange as of May 3, 2023.

17.  Coins are used to purchase virtual gifts that are gifted to eligible
Creators. Virtual gifts are emoji like figures, and each has a corresponding
purchase value. For instance, a “disco ball” costs the user 1,000 coins to purchase,

whereas a “fire” costs the user 5 coins to purchase.

2 TikTok Community Guidelines, Getting Paid to Create, Tips,
https://www.tiktok.com/creators/creator-portal/en-us/getting-paid-to-create/tips/ (last visited
May 3, 2023); See also TikTok Community Guidelines, Video Gifts,
https://www.tiktok.com/creators/creator-portal/en-us/getting-paid-to-create/video-gifts/, (last
visited May 3, 2023).

3 TikTok Community Guidelines, Community Guidelines, Mar. 2023,
https://www.tiktok.com/community-guidelines/en/ (last visited May 3, 2023).
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18. A small quirk in Tiktok’s in-app monetization features is that users
purchase coins and Creator’s receive diamonds. For example, the fire virtual gift
that the user purchased for 5 coins is credited as 5 “diamonds” when gifted to a
Creator. Diamonds are what Creators redeem for real cash and like coins,
diamonds have no monetary value outside of TikTok.

19.  “Tips” can also be paid to eligible Creators in cash. When tipping
cash, the user has the option of tipping “between a $5, $10, $15, or custom tip

amount,”* and will “see the number of supporters and tips the creator has received”

for his creativity.

< Send a tip >

Send a tip to show support
Danesh _zils will directly receive your tip and no

money will go to TikTok. You can choose to
publicly show your username as a supporter ot
send this tip anonymously.

Choose a tip amount s

nt {(min 1)
@Danesh _iJls

Tips & supporters

S5 $10 15 Custom
Z4 supporters = 37 tips received
Send tip anonymously
rowan = T » b -
Q Annette Diaz $15
sent 1tp
anonymous 80
=ent 1tp
BHAWRHNA SUCKOW $10
J sent 1 Hp
» MPackForever $28
sent 1tp
You must be at least 18 y<."nl':; oldteo send atipanda 0 S  uzer DERTEIOZARITE s
small processing fee from Stripe will be charged. View sent 1 tp

Tips Terms
e & ] e
Figure 3 Screen capture of TikTok tips and

the tippers who paid to Danesh for
cyberstalking Couture and Garramone.

Figure 2 Option to tip cash.

4 TikTok Community Guidelines, Getting Paid to Create, Tips, supra note 2.
8
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20.  “Live gifting” is tipping that occurs during a Creator hosted live
event.

21.  In May 2022, TikTok launched “Live Subscription” a monthly
subscription service that was open to a limited number of “invite-only” Creators.’
Danesh was among the “invite-only” Creators chosen to participate. His monthly
subscription fee is $5.99. TikTok takes a 35% cut of Creators’ Live Subscription

monthly subscription fees.

Help me get to this arbitrary
numiber!

Subscribers &9

Subscribers

® e # O

s _jenma_ vy MUz elena Comes 2oy nurse__tonys

Monthly renewal: $5.99

By ta o Sus Fie, Y sgree 1o TikTok Subscription
Terms

Figure 4 Screen capture of Danesh’s TikTok Live Subscription promotional event,
where he acquired at least 24 subscribers who pay a 35.99 monthly fee to receive
advance notice of his cyberstalking videos, one-to-one chats with Danesh, and related
content. TikTok takes a 35% cut of the subscription fee.

% ok ok sk ok

5 TikTok Newsroom, May 23, 2022, Exploring new ways for creators to build their community
and be rewarded with Live Subscriptions, https://newsroom.tiktok.com/en-us/live-subscription-
invite-only (last visited May 3, 2023).



https://newsroom.tiktok.com/en-us/live-subscription-invite-only
https://newsroom.tiktok.com/en-us/live-subscription-invite-only

Case 2:23-cv-00340-SPC-KCD Document 9 Filed 05/30/23 Page 10 of 38 PagelD 87

22. Eligible Creators redeem their accrued TikTok “diamonds” for real
cash through the TikTok exchange. The in-app redemption value of a diamond is a
nickel ($.05). For facilitating the redemption, TikTok charges Creators a 50%
commission fee.® For instance, when a Creator redeems 50,000 diamonds, he
receives $250.00 (50,000 x .05), TikTok keeps the first $125.00 (25,000 diamonds
x .05) as its 50% commission, and deposits the remaining $125.00 (25,000
diamonds x .05) into the Creator’s PayPal account.

23. In-app revenue is a two-way revenue stream for TikTok. TikTok
generates front-end revenue when users purchase TikTok coins, and then a 50%
commission on the back end when Creators redeem their gifts for cash. TikTok’s
two-way in-app revenue generation model incentivizes identification and
promotion of Creators, who generate in-app revenue, and differs from other social
media platforms that rely on the much broader revenue generation focus of the
advertiser-supported model.’

24.  Danesh is a high-volume in-app revenue producer, who has exploited

TikTok’s in-app revenue to earn hundreds of thousands of dollars documenting his

¢ Prachi Mishra, How Does TikTok Work & Make Money, Fedough.com, (Mar. 24, 2023)
https://www.feedough.com/tiktok-business-model-how-does-tiktok-make-money/

7 Greg McFarlane, Thomas J. Catalano, Vikki Velasquez, How Facebook (Meta), X Corp
(Twitter), Social Media Make Money From You, Investopedia.com, (Dec. 2, 2022),
https://www.investopedia.com/stock-analysis/032114/how-facebook-twitter-social-media-make-
money-you-twtr-Inkd-fb-goog.aspx#toc-other-ways-social-media-companies-make-money.

10
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cyberstalking campaigns and inciting Danelanders to join his cyberstalking
campaigns.

TIKTOK’S BUSINESS IS TO KNOW WHAT YOU WATCH AND WHY

25. TikTok relies on extensive in-app and off-app online surveillance to
collect the data that feeds its algorithms that operate its systems that recommend
the Creators and content shown in each user’s unique “For You Feed.” New data
is collected every time a user visits TikTok to constantly update its algorithms in
order to keep pace with a user’s evolving interests.

26. TikTok knows the device you are using, your location, IP address,
search history, content of your messages, what you view and for how long, and
your interactions with advertisers.® TikTok’s iPhone app can “monitor all
keystrokes, text inputs and screen taps.”® In the United States, TikTok’s
algorithms can collect biometric data, including faceprints and voiceprints from
user content.

27. TikTok’s off-app data collection includes embedding “pixels” in

consumer websites to collect data about the visitors to the websites, including the

8 Kate O’Flaherty, A/l the ways TikTok tracks you and how to stop it, Wired.co.uk, (Oct. 10,
2021), https://www.wired.co.uk/article/tiktok-data-privacy

9 Rafqa Touma, TikTok can track users’ every tap as they visit other sites through iOS app, new
research shows, theguardian.com, (Aug. 24, 2022)
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2022/aug/24/tiktok-can-track-users-every-tap-as-they-
visit-other-sites-through-ios-app-new-research-shows

11
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device type, location, IP address, search history, content of messages, what he
viewed and for how long, and the user’s interactions with advertisements. '°

28.  Assoon as a person opens TikTok, even a non-user, TikTok installs
cookies and trackers to collect the user’s device type, location, IP address, search
history, content of messages, what he viewed and for how long, and the user’s
interactions with advertisers. When an account is created, TikTok also collects
user email addresses and contacts from Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Google.
To identify a user’s friends and family, TikTok’s algorithms cross-reference the
user in the data of other users’ content, direct messages, information submitted to
TikTok, and publicly available sources.

29. TikTok’s algorithms infer the users age, gender, and the nature of the
user’s interests, such as whether he likes sports, politics, religion, or skydiving
from the data collected.

30.  Unlike other social media platforms, TikTok’s algorithms collect data
on passive interactions, such as why the user watched a particular video, how many

times the user let a video replay, how quickly the user scrolled past a video, the

10 Thomas Germain, How TikTok Tracks You Across the Web, Even If You Don’t Use the App,
Consumerreports.org, (Sep. 29, 2022), https://www.consumerreports.org/electronics-
computers/privacy/tiktok-tracks-you-across-the-web-even-if-you-dont-use-app-a4383537813/

12
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type of content the user skipped, and whether the user was drawn to a particular
category of effects and sounds.!!

31.  To control the nature of the content posted, before a video goes live it
is moderated by TikTok’s human and algorithmic moderators, who review the
videos sounds, hashtags, and captions. TikTok’s algorithmic moderation can so
effectively identify the nature of content that it was used to suppress videos posted
by Creators that TikTok deemed too ugly, too poor, were disabled, had beer
bellies, or crooked smiles and prevented them from posting. !

32. TikTok’s algorithms detect and remove videos with harmful content.
For instance, TikTok’s algorithms do not remove videos that promote positive
challenges like the “ice-bucket challenge,” which raises money for charities that
support finding the cure for Lou Gehrig’s disease, however, TikTok’s algorithms
detect and remove videos that encourage teenagers to attempt harmful challenges,
like the milk-crate challenge, where a person attempts to walk over a pyramid of
untethered milk crates, or the dry scooping challenge, where a person attempts to

eat a scoop of dry protein powder, or the blackout challenge.

"1 Xueyin Zha, The unique power of TikTok’s algorithm, https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-
interpreter/unique-power-tiktok-s-algorithm, Lowyinstitute.org (Oct. 7, 2020).

12 Sam Biddle, Paulo Victor Ribeiro, Tatiana Dias, Invisible Censorship, TikTok Told
Moderators to Suppress Posts by “Ugly” People and the Poor to Attract New Users,
https://theintercept.com/2020/03/16/tiktok-app-moderators-users-discrimination/ (Mar. 16,
2020).
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33. TikTok became the world’s largest social media platform, because its
powerful algorithms know what you like and why you liked it.

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

34. Prior to the instant cause of action, Couture and Danesh were
complete strangers. They reside approximately 1,300 miles apart and their lives
had never intersected.

35. Danesh is a prolific cyberstalker, harasser, and repeat offender who
operates “@thatdaneshguy,” as a fee-for-service cyberstalking service.

36. Danesh’s scheme is simple. He sources videos from a variety of
sources, including from people who pay him an upfront fee. In these videos the
subject is recorded in an argument with another, making an off-color joke, or
supporting an unpopular position. Unless he is paid to determine otherwise,
Danesh determines that the subject (his target) is the antagonist, and he takes up
the case to help the “victim.” Danesh then re-posts an edited version of the video,
overlayed with a “stitched” in video clip of himself that “doxes” the target’s
personal identifying information (“PII”’), such as name, employer, contact
information. People who pay Danesh’s upfront fee typically provide the video and
the target’s PII.

37. To incite Danelanders to join him, Danesh describes the target as an

99 ¢

“anti-vaxer,” “anti-masker,” or a “white supremacist,” regardless of the truth of

14
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this description, and announces the acts to come by singing “here comes the
consequences, consequences...”

38.  Obviously, not all of Danesh’s 1.6 million followers participate, but
Danelanders comprise a small cult-like subset of his followers and financial
supporters, who respond to Danesh’s incitement and eagerly participate by making
scores of harassing, abusive, rage-filled, and often threatening emails, phone calls,
voicemails, social media postings directed at the target, including fictitious
negative professional reviews on sites like Yelp and Google reviews.

39.  On or about January 26, 2022, Couture was recorded arguing with a
person in a parking lot. That same day an unrelated minor-teenager provided
Danesh a copy of the video of Couture arguing, along with Couture’s personal
identifying information, and paid Danesh a fee. Upon reason and belief, the fee

paid to Danesh totaled $5,000.00.

k ok ok ok ok
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40.  On or about January 27, 2020, Danesh posted his first video that
targeted Couture, which incited Danelanders’ to join his campaign of online and

telephonic harassment and rage.

Jordyn Fredericks -

Jennifer Couture

- Achd Friemnd > Message

vies in Fort Myers, Florida

o L-v Ao s Georgia Beasley

Figure 5 Screen capture from Danesh’s Figure 6 Screen capture of video posted by a
first TikTok video doxing Couture, Danelander in the act of making joining
wherein he incited Danelanders to Danesh'’s cyberstalking and making a
participate. Video accumulated 7 million harassing call to Couture's employer.

views.

41.  Couture immediately received hundreds of abusive and threatening
text messages (no fewer than 728) from unknown numbers, plus a constant stream
of rage-filled phone calls and voicemails to her personal and professional phone
numbers, where the caller screamed “die you dumb cunt,” or “eat shit and die, kill
yourself.” Similar statements were sent to her emails and social media. Many
Danelanders posted videos of themselves in the act as seen above in Figure 6. The

initial burst lasted for several days.
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<a =

-1 (23D) IIF-2143

1" sure you ' ve already
been made well avware of
what a shitty cunt you are.
But! | just wanted to
personally be able to tell
you that you're a
horrendous BITCHY
CUNT. Your failed attempt
o pull off being a young
Barbie is embarrassing 1o
saee. You look like you're
S0! You're absolutely
FUGLY. I'm really glad you
got exposed bo yvou
literally deserve poverty.
Your daughter must be
soocoo fucking
ambarrassod to have you
as her mother. Plastered
all over the internet for
acting like an ignorant
cunt. Hope vou know she

Figure 7 Screen capture of a text
message received by Couture’s
phone from an unknown number
after Danesh’s video incitement.

1NaAs el B0 . —-—

<a> <
+1 (346) 270-5788

You plastic fake ugly cunt
who was so insecure
about herself that she has
to have fake hair fake
makeup fake everything
and drive arcound putting
other people down so she
can feel better about
herself because deep
down inside she's always
crying for her daddy or
any man to pay attention
to her because she's so
vapid on the inside. Oh by
the way my name is
karma and 1I'll be watching
wou.

Figure 8 Screen capture of a text
message received by Couture’s phone
from an unknown number after
Danesh’s video incitement.

42. Danesh’s video incited a Daneland feeding frenzy, and they conducted

invasive searches into Couture for any maiden/married names, family members,

addresses of her family members, schools her children attended, employer’s name,

etc., then contacted all.

3284 comments X

“ K

omg she's in fort myers = =

“ Her husbands name is Chris Couture pic

of both of them on his page &2 she
deleted hersiy

Ii Trump supporiers &g &2 &2 &2 Florida oh

my God Trump Land il &3 &3 &3

b Someone tag me in the update videogs

-

Figure 9 Screen capture showing 3284
comments beneath Danesh’s initial
TikTok video documenting Danelanders
deep dive into Couture and her family.
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Figure 10 Screen capture of Danesh thanking
Danelanders for confirming Couture’s
identity following the publication of his initial
video. Name of minor child was redacted.
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43.  Couture turned out to be a popular victim for Danesh. Within two
weeks of instigating the campaign against Couture, Danesh increased his TikTok
followers from approximately 702,000 to more than 1 million.

44.  Couture was not a TikTok user when the campaign was directed at
her. She instinctively deleted abusive social media comments, blocked abusive
phone numbers, and began closing accounts. Danesh immediately discovered her
deletions and became enraged. He messaged Couture directly and threatened her
that the “fun hasn’t even started yet,” and that much worse was to come from his
“1.3 million fams.” Danesh is a complete stranger.

. thatdaneshguy commented: Deleting
comments, Jennifer? & Why? The

fun hasn't even started yet. All of
Fort Myers will know. I'm going to the
news too. This is Round 1, Jennifer.
Each round is going to get more and
more intense. Sound familiar? The
1.3 million fams is going to help me
too. We don't match vibes here, we
multiply vibes. 2h

Figure 11 Danesh’s direct message to Couture that the fun hasn’t
even started.

45.  OnJanuary 27, 2022, as Danesh’s video accumulated millions of
views and Couture was being attacked, she also received many supportive

messages from strangers, and many complained to TikTok about Danesh’s video.
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Danesh then posed as a concerned bystander and sent Couture a supportive

message on Facebook under the fictitious name Erica Sabonis.

10:23 w 50

0 @ ercasabonis

Jennifer this person is doxxing
you onling

You need to sue them or send
them a cease and desist

| watched the video and you did
@& nothing wrong

Hello, thank you. What a hard

thing to go through. Should I call
an attorney.

I don’t know, | don't see that you
did anything outrageous. It's just
two people arguing. No racism.

' Mo violence. Mothing.
Ok, thank you

Figure 12 Text message of Danesh posing as Erica Sabonis

46. The message was a fishing expedition to capture Couture’s reaction,
which he used in a new video, wherein he admitted he was Erica Sabonis and

mocked Couture for falling for his ruse.

Jennifer this person is doxxing you
online

' You need 1o sue them or send them
e a cease and desist

"4 | watched the video and you did
1  nothing wrong

Hello, thank you. What a hard thing to
go through. Should | call an attorney

I'literally brought it up'to her

Figure 13 Screen capture of Danesh’s TikTok video wherein he admitted
he was Erica Sabonis.
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47.  After his initial video, Danesh posted several new videos
successively. On January 28, 2022, January 30, 2022, January 31, 2022, February
1, 2022, followed by May 8, 2022, and May 13, 2022, each with further personal
details and each incited Danelanders to engage to direct hundreds of rage-filled
statements such as “die you dumb cunt,” or “eat shit and die, kill yourself” to
Couture.

48. Simultaneously, Danesh purchased other forms of media to promote
and expand the reach of his videos and cyberstalking campaign against Couture.

49.  On or about February 22, 2022, Danesh purchased native content
sponsored advertisements (“native content”), which are commissioned ads
designed to look like real news articles. Danesh paid to publish in the online
edition of the International Business Times of Singapore (ibtimes.sg), and they
were republished in news and media sites like Dexerto.com and
wegotthiscovered.com, and numerous others. In these articles, Danesh identifies
himself as the person who instigated the cyberstalking against Couture, admitted
the Erica Sabonis ruse, quotes himself as an authority figure, and disclosed that
Garramone was Couture’s employer.

50. Danesh embedded links to the native content in videos directed at
Couture so they would cross-reference each other to increase their search rankings,

thereby gaining more views. Danesh leveraged the native content ads: (1) to
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increase the popularity of the videos about Couture by increasing their TikTok and
search engine rankings; (2) to acquire new followers to @thatdaneshguy by linking
to it from the native content; (3) to increase his profits through the acquisition of
additional followers; and (4) to maximize Couture’s humiliation by positioning his
videos as the first result when someone performs an internet search for her name.

51.  Between January 2022 and August 2022, Danesh posted
approximately twelve (12) new videos directed at Couture and repeatedly edited
and re-posted his previous videos.

52.  InJuly 2022, the attacks against Couture extended beyond online and
telephonic attacks into the real world when an anonymous report that alleged
Couture had harmed her minor child and that her minor child was in danger of
ongoing harm was filed with the Florida Department of Children and Families
(“Florida DCF”).

53. Asaresult of the anonymous allegations, in August 2022,
investigators from the Florida DCF made an unannounced investigative visit to
Couture’s home. During which, Couture was segregated from her minor-child, and
they were interviewed separately.

54. Couture was immediately cleared of the outrageous false allegations,
but this horrific invasion of her mother-child relationship has obviously caused her

to suffer tremendous lasting and persistent emotional distress and fright.
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55. It was since discovered that Danesh filed the anonymous allegations
that triggered the Florida DCF investigation, and that during July and August 2022,
Florida DCF received hundreds of anonymous reports alleging the same
unsubstantiated claims against Couture. The unusually high number of anonymous
reports is indicative Danelanders’ conduct.

56. Danesh has a history of making unsubstantiated claims of child abuse
against his targets. In or about September 2021, Danesh claimed a satirical video
posted by another Creator was “normalizing child abuse.” He responded by
posting a video that doxed the creator and explained that he had reported that
Creator to child protective services in the State of Oklahoma. The video incited
Danelanders to make similar allegations against the Creator. TikTok then
terminated @thatdaneshguy for violating TikTok’s guidelines against doxing and
harassment.

57.  When Danesh’s account was terminated, Danelanders conducted a
mass appeal of his termination, and TikTok fully reinstated Danesh with his

followers intact.'?

13 Siobhan Bell, I have children and I could never imagine doing that: One TikToker’s crusade
against child abusers, https://www.dailydot.com/unclick/danesh-tiktok-crusade-against-child-
abusers/, Dailydot.com, (Sep. 24, 2021)
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58.  Danesh has also incited Danelanders to report her to Southwest

Florida Crimestoppers, because “[c]rimestoppers will pay you” for her arrest.

* Submit a Tip
 Tip Follow-Up

& Download the Mobile App

Welcome

STOPPERS
ORKS!"

Figure 14 Screen capture from Danesh’s
TikTok video wherein he instructs
Danelanders to anonymously report Couture
to Crimestoppers for fictitious crimes.

22 comments X

e Danesh s « Creator

| forgot to mention that crime stoppers will pay
you for an arrest!

Reply Q) £\ @
0 Sarah D
Ewveryone or the first person to report? &2
h Reply Qi Gp
e Danesh iils » Sarah D
dunno!
h Reply Q;) ‘r-:;u
Hide A
l Ami Virden-Hines
It's the least | can do!
im Reply Q CP

Figure 15 Comments beneath Danesh’s
video suggesting Danelanders report
Couture to Crimestoppers, wherein he
suggests Crimestoppers will pay them for
her arrest.

59. There is a familial link between Couture and Garramone’s principal,

which Danesh doxed in a video on January 28, 2022.

Meet The Garramone Team

Dislike Share Create  Download

q‘ Ralph R. Garramone, MD, FACS -

d

TikTok

@thatdaneshguy

Fammante

Figure 16 Screen Capture of Danesh
TikTok video wherein he confirmed
Garramone is Couture’s employer.

c- 1 have a susplcion

she's close to her
boss

repled 1o thatdaneshguy: S0 Wwe are
oW Wi On reviews 1or his

business rght?

replhed 1o canubeminez: Yes

<

His is Garramone plastic surgery

Figure 17 Screen capture of Danesh and
Danelanders confirming that the scope had
expanded to include attacking Garramone.
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47.  Once the Couture-Garramone familial link was published,

Danelanders immediately turned fire on Garramone, and Garramone received

hundreds of rage-filled calls, text messages, emails, and fictitious negative reviews

posted on professional review sites.

Fioure 18

£ & Jeviica Jobe B doesn't recommend
Ralph R. Garramane Jr, WD, FACS -
Plastic Surgon

Terribie!"" Dty place!

0

Sean Stokey ' doesn't recommend Ralph  «es

R. Garramone Jr., MD, FACS - Plastic
Surgeon
It would be a shame if someone happened to

look into the PPP loan Ralgh took out despite
firing most of his staff.

ov

oY Like () Comment Ar Share

perez Tibbi ¥ doesn't recommend Ralph
R. Garramone Jr,, MD, FACS - Plastic
Surgeon

Hack jobs, bad ethics, worse palitics, no regard
for safety nor health

Os

Figures 18-20 Screen captures of fictitious reviews posted to Garramone’s Google review page
by Danelanders. See also figure 17, wherein Danesh and Danelanders confirm directing attack

at Garramone.

Figure 19

Jason Saware B doesn't recommend
Ralgh R. Garramand Jr., MD, FACS -

" Plastic Surgeon

This pyscha and his mentally unstable barbie
doll reject of 4 girlfriend should be ashamed of
themselves, but they're not! Just make sure you
don't get run over when your leaving

0

| - A
4 P § Y Chas
I. Like ¥ omment W anare

Joe Gittord B doesn't recommend Ralph
R. Garramone Jr. MD, FACS - Plastic
Surgeon

Did you see what he did to Jenner Cuntiours
face?

w0

Fioure 20

48 Christy Vanzile B doesn't recommend
1 RalphR. Garramone Jr, MO, FACS -
" Plastic Surgean.
1 days ago
Hateful people. Disgusting humans. Lack at his
gold digging gfs face and you know all you need

1o know about this dectors skil.. @@ &
WE
[[r') ke () Comment /2 Share

-, Victor Davila P doasn't recommend Ralph oo
w4 R.Garramona Jr, MD, FACS - Plastic

Surgeon.

2 days ago
| can't recommend a place that has horrible
employees,

Qa

48. The attack was akin to brute force computer hacking attack, and

paralyzed Garramone’s surgical practice.

49.  Garramone replied to one of the fictitious Google reviews by stating

that neither Danesh, nor any Danelanders posting fake reviews were former or

current patients.
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50. Danesh immediately noticed Garramone’s comment, and published a
video directed at Garramone, wherein he claimed that Garramone was slandering
him, and included Garramone’s financial information in the video, which incited

Danelanders to defend Danesh.

Response from the owner Since Ralph Garramone is responding
. re an to Google reviews by slandering me,
' be happy to look into Mr.
Garramone, too.

ely this individual has never been to my
5 under the influence of Danesh

Let's start here: If you think COVID
precautic 3 £ SC idiculous, then

who through TikTok vilifies people why'd you ts ut a PPP loan? What
did vou use that for?

vhom are actually victims like in this
se ignore this misguided reviewer who et e s
yowledge of our office or of the staff T :

< Qv - [=N]

2,131 likes
thatdaneshguy Wrong move, my man

Figure 21 Screen capture of Danesh’s video Figure 22 Screen capture of
featuring Garramone’s response to Garramone’s financial information
fictitious negative post. posted by Danesh.

51. Danesh subsequently posted new videos directed at Garramone on
January 30, 2022, and January 31, 2022, and as with the Couture’s videos, Danesh
edited and re-posted the Garramone videos repeatedly between January 2022 and
July 2022. Danesh’s new videos purposely mischaracterized lighthearted
photographs in an effort to defame Garramone.

52. Danesh’s cyberstalking campaign against Garramone severely
damaged their reputation and caused significant financial harm. Garramone was

forced to prematurely terminate contracts with surgeons, who became fearful of
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reputational harm by being swept into Danesh’s net, and many patients terminated
scheduled procedures and ended their relationship.

53. Danesh’s harassment of Couture and Garramone is particularly
indefensible. He is a complete stranger. There never existed a legitimate reason or
purpose for Danesh to communicate with Couture or Garramone. Danesh simply
profited from harassing Couture, and when he learned of the Couture-Garramone
link he extended his campaign to Garramone and incited Danelanders to join his
campaigns of online and telephonic harassment.

54. Danesh has also expressed a desire to humiliate and levy
consequences against his victims. During an appearance on the Dr. Phil television
show titled “Caught on Camera: Have we lost our privacy?” Danesh expressed
no concern for the impact on his victim even when Dr. Phil asked about the
possibility that one of his victims might harm themselves as a result of his actions.
Danesh stated that identifying and humiliating his target was his goal, because it

was important that the target receives the accountability that he feels they deserve.

& %k ok sk ok
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but fﬁ;-Jden!|f3r it into the video
humiliate her and PP

Figure 23 Screen capture of Danesh’s
appearance on Dr. Phil where he stated
identifying and humiliating his target is
necessary for him to give people the
consequences they deserve.

thatdaneshguy

Episode 7 | will gladly defend my
pla > 't as... See more

Figure 24 Screen capture of Danesh’s
TikTok account, wherein he published his
appearance on Dr. Phil to generate gift
income.

55.  Danesh and Danelanders are notorious for violating community

guidelines and well known to TikTok for their conduct. Danesh has accumulated

strikes for doxing and was previously terminated for doxing and harassing others.

Danesh was only reinstated after Danelanders lodged a successful mass appeal.

56. Danesh and Danelanders are so prolific and their conduct so well

known that their victims have documented their experiences in videos posted under

two separate categories, which have collectively been viewed more than 7.5

million views: (1) #danelandisdangerous and (2) #victimsofdaneland.
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#donelandisdangerous & -

Figure 25 #danelandisdangerous has been viewed more than 5.7 million times.

#vietimsofdaneland i

L ] R i PR

[-F ] ] wua e

Figure 26 #victimsofdaneland has been viewed more than 1.8 million times.
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57.  When asked what his motives or about what percentage of his profits
goes to help the “victims” that Danesh claims to help, he demeans the questioner
and Dandelanders rush to defend Danesh claiming that Danesh deserves to be paid,

because he does “a lot of work.”

rageandshine _
! /‘) thatdaneshguy Actually, a couple of my merch items go 100% to
W/ charity, but this was a disingenuous question

What % of the profits from your merch go to
the communities you claim to support?
Reply

° thatdaneshguy - Creator

100% of my profits goes to "What exactly
have you done?" Foundation. it's a charity

b s 0 strazzysmith | wondeér if they use that same energy for all o
that focuses on how you haven't lifted a W ompanies @
finger.

o agirihasnopresident You do a lot of work. there is no shame in @ o
earning while doing that.

lucky13tim It goes to the charity of o
www.MindYaGoddamnBusiness.org

. mombossmichellelynn You owe Zero response but thank you <
for clarifying anyway . .‘. You rock!!!

Figure 27 Screen capture of the comment

section of @thatdaneshguy where Danesh @ oovornitative Youre performing a public senvice. And
. you're also providing a product they get in return for the
earns pVOﬁtSﬁom Cyberstalklng, money. I'm not sure why this was even a question.

Figure 28 continuation of comment section
from Figure 26, wherein Danelanders confirm
that his cyberstalking profits are valid, and
Danesh suggests some of the proceeds from his
branded merchandise goes to charity.

58.  Danesh led and conducted online and telephonic campaigns of
harassment and rage against two complete strangers for illicit financial and to
satisfy his desire to humiliate his victims and inflict consequences that he deemed

appropriate.

* %k ok sk ok
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COUNT I - CYBERSTALKING

59. This is an action for damages for cyberstalking pursuant to Section
748.048(1)(d)(1) of the Florida Statutes against Defendants Danesh Noshirvan
a/k/a “@thatdaneshguy,” TikTok, Inc., and Bytedance, Inc.

60. Couture and Garramone reallege and incorporate herein the
allegations set forth in Paragraphs 1 through 59 as if set forth more fully herein.

61. Pursuant to Section 784.048(1)(a) to “harass” someone means to
engage in a course of conduct directed at a specific person which causes substantial
emotional distress to that person and serves no legitimate purpose.

62. Pursuant to Section 784.048(1)(b) a “course of conduct” means a
pattern of conduct composed of a series of acts over a period of time, however
short, which evidences a continuity of purpose.

63.  Section 748.048(1)(d)(1) defines “cyberstalking” as “to engage in a
course of conduct to communicate, or to cause to be communicated, directly or
indirectly, words, images, or language by or through the use of electronic mail or
electronic communication, directed at or pertaining to a specific person.”

64. Pursuant to Section 784.048(2) a person who willfully, maliciously,
and repeatedly follows, harasses, or cyberstalks another person commits the

offense of stalking.
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65. Plaintiffs are the victims of cyberstalking conducted by defendant
Danesh Noshirvan. Plaintiffs have been harassed and cyberstalked in accordance
with the definitions set forth in Section 748.048(1)(d)(1).

66. Danesh Noshirvan engaged in a course of conduct to communicate,
and to cause to be communicated online and telephonic cyberstalking campaigns of
harassing, defamatory, and abusive attacks on Jennifer Couture and Garramone
Plastic Surgery via social media platform TikTok, Inc., for financial profits, which
were shared with TikTok.

67. Defendant Danesh Noshirvan engaged in a course of conduct on
TikTok that incited Danelanders to participate in his online and telephonic
cyberstalking campaigns of harassing, defamatory, and abusive attacks on Jennifer
Couture and Garramone Plastic Surgery and incited them to submit hundreds of
false allegations of child abuse to the Florida DCF.

68. Defendant Danesh Noshirvan engaged a course of conduct directed at
Plaintiffs Jennifer Couture and Garramone Plastic Surgery at their homes and
businesses in Cape Coral and Fort Myers via social media platform TikTok, Inc.,
mobile phone text messaging, telephone systems, emails, and internet review
websites to incite campaigns of online and telephonic harassment and rage to be

directed against Couture and Garramone in prolonged attacks.
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69. Danesh Noshirvan paid to publish native content in the online version
of International Business Times of Singapore in order to expand the reach of his
online and telephonic harassment Couture and Garramone to acquire new
followers and increase his profits.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs Jennifer Couture and Garramone Plastic Surgery,
Demands judgment against Defendants, jointly and severally, in an amount to be
determined at trial plus interest, including, but not limited to, emotional distress,
punitive damages, liquidated damages, statutory damages, attorneys’ fees, costs,

and for such other relief as the Court deems just and proper.

COUNT II — CIVIL CONSPIRACY

(As to Jennifer Couture)

70.  This is an action for damages by Plaintiff Jennifer Couture against
Defendants Danesh Noshirvan a/k/a “@thatdaneshguy,” TikTok, Inc., and
Bytedance, Inc., for damages for civil conspiracy in excess of $75,000.00,
exclusive of interest and costs.

71.  Plaintiff Jennifer Couture realleges and incorporates herein by
reference the allegations set forth in Paragraphs 1 through 70 as if set forth more

fully herein.
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72.  Defendants agreed to participate in a conspiracy to earn profits by
conducting campaigns of online and telephonic harassment against Jennifer
Couture.

73.  Defendants each had knowledge of, and participated in campaigns of
online and telephonic harassment and cyberstalking of Jennifer Couture with the
intent to damage her business and professional reputation, and to tortiously
interfere with the business relationship between Jennifer Couture and her clients.

74.  Defendants knew the online and telephonic harassment and
cyberstalking campaigns would likely result in material and substantial damage to
Jennifer Couture.

75.  Jennifer Couture suffered damages as a direct and proximate result of
Defendants’ online and telephonic cyberstalking campaigns.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Jennifer Couture, demands judgment against
Defendants, jointly and severally, in an amount to be determined at trial plus
interest, including, but not limited to, emotional distress, punitive damages,
liquidated damages, statutory damages, attorneys’ fees, costs, and for such other

relief as the Court deems just and proper.

COUNT III — CIVIL CONSPIRACY

(As to Garramone Plastic Surgery)
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76.  This is an action by Plaintiff Garramone Plastic Surgery against
Defendants Danesh Noshirvan a/k/a “@thatdaneshguy,” TikTok, Inc., and
Bytedance, Inc., for damages for civil conspiracy in excess of $75,000.00,
exclusive of interest and costs.

77.  Garramone Plastic Surgery realleges and incorporates herein by
reference the allegations set forth in Paragraphs 1 through 76 as if set forth more
fully herein.

78.  Defendants agreed to participate in a conspiracy to earn profits by
conducting campaigns of online and telephonic harassment against Plaintiff
Garramone Plastic Surgery.

79.  Defendants each had knowledge of and participated in campaigns of
online and telephonic harassment, cyberstalking, and publication of defamatory
statements against Garramone Plastic Surgery with the intent to damage the
business and professional reputation of Garramone Plastic Surgery and to
tortiously interfere with the business relationship between Garramone Plastic
Surgery and its patients and clients.

80. Defendants knew the defamatory statements would likely result in
material and substantial defamation and damage to Garramone Plastic Surgery and

1ts business.
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81.  The Defamatory statements by Defendants to third parties imputed
that Garramone Plastic Surgery was engaged in conduct, characteristics, and
conditions incompatible with the proper exercise of Garramone Plastic Surgery’s
lawful surgical practice.

82.  Garramone Plastic Surgery suffered damages as a direct and
proximate result of the actions of the Defendants aiding and abetting the making
and publishing of the defamatory statements.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Garramone Plastic Surgery, demands judgment
against Defendants, jointly and severally, in an amount to be determined at trial
plus interest, including, but not limited to, emotional distress, punitive damages,
liquidated damages, statutory damages, attorneys’ fees, costs, and for such other

relief as the Court deems just and proper.

COUNT IV —INTERFERENCE WITH
PROSPECTIVE ECONOMIC ADVANTAGE

83.  This is an action by Plaintiff Garramone Plastic Surgery against
Defendants Danesh Noshirvan a/k/a “@thatdaneshguy,” TikTok, Inc., and
Bytedance, Inc., for damages for tortious interference with a business relationship

in excess of $75,000.00, exclusive of interest and costs.
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84.  Plaintiff Garramone Plastic Surgery realleges and incorporates herein
by reference the allegations set forth in Paragraphs 1 through 83 as if set forth
more fully herein.

85. At all times material to this action, Garramone was a professional
association and licensed medical practitioner in the State of Florida rightfully
entitled to pursue its lawful business interests.

86. Defendants were aware of the existing business relationships between
Garramone and their clients and interfered with those existing relationships as
described above.

87.  Defendants used wrongful means to interfere in Garramone’ s
relationships with prospective clients by creating fictitious defamatory reviews on
professional review website, thereby tortiously interfering with Garramone’ s
prospective economic relationships with such prospective customers, all to
Garramone’ s tremendous detriment and harm.

88.  As set forth above, Defendants have conspired with each other to use
wrongful means to maliciously, and without justification, interfere with
Garramone’s right to lawfully pursue its business interests.

89.  As aresult of Defendants’ intentional and malicious interference as
aforesaid, Garramone has lost lucrative, prospective relationships and revenue,

together with the expectation of future economic gain.
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90. Without any legal justification for their actions Defendants
intentionally and unjustifiably interfered with Garramone’s rights to pursue its
lawful business interests.

91. Asaconsequence of Defendants’ intentional and malicious
interference with Garramone’s contract and/or prospective economic advantage,
Garramone has suffered and will continue to suffer immediate and irreparable
harm and damages.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Garramone Plastic Surgery, Demands judgment
against Defendants, jointly and severally, in an amount to be determined at trial
plus interest, including, but not limited to, emotional distress, punitive damages,
liquidated damages, statutory damages, attorneys’ fees, costs, and for such other

relief as the Court deems just and proper.

JURY DEMAND

Pursuant to Rule 38(b) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, Plaintiffs

demand trial by jury on all issues so triable.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Patrick Trainor

Patrick Trainor, Esquire (Attorney ID 242682019)
LAW OFFICE OF PATRICK TRAINOR, ESQ., LLC
19 Union Avenue, Suite 201

Dated: May 30, 2023
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Rutherford, New Jersey 07070
P: (201) 777-3327
F: (201) 896-7815

pt@ptesq.com
Attorney for Plaintiffs
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA
FORT MYERS DIVISION

JENNIFER COUTURE; RALPH
GARRAMONE M.D. P.A. d/b/a EPHECASENO=
GARRAMONE PLASTIC SURGERY,

HON-
Plaintiff,
Civil Case No.: 2:23-cv-00340
VS.
HON. Sheri Polster Chappell, U.S.D.J.
DANESH NOSHIRVAN a/k/a
@THATDANESHGUY; TIKTOK AMENDED COMPLAINT FOR
INC.; AND BYTEDANCE, INC., DAMAGES
JOHN DOES 1-100, being fictitious
names, and ABC CORPORATIONS 1- JURY TRIAL DEMAND

100 being fictitious names,

Defendants.

Plaintiffs Jennifer Couture (hereinafter “Couture”) and Ralph Garramone
M.D. P.A. d/b/a Garramone Plastic Surgery (“Garramone”), by and through their
attorney the Law Office of Patrick Trainor, Esq, LLC, as for their Complaint
against defendants Danesh Noshirvan a/k/a @thatdaneshguy, TikTok Inc., and
Bytedance, Inc., hereby alleges as follows:

STATEMENT OF THE CASE

Danesh Noshirvan is a prolific cyberstalker and repeat offender who
publishes a Tiktok account with 1.6 million followers known as

“@thatdaneshguy,” as a fee-for-service online and telephonic cyberstalking
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service to enrich himself with illicit profits, to humiliate his victims, and to mete
out consequences that he deems appropriate.

TikTok is a unique social media platform for its use of short-form videos,
but also because of its several in-app monetization features that enables users to
purchase TikTok’s proprietary in-app currency known as “coins” and then use the
coins to purchase in-app gifts to “tip”” and “gift” eligible Creators, i.e., users with a
large following. “Eligible Creators” redeem their accrued gifts for real cash
through the TikTok exchange and TikTok takes a 50% cut of the Creator’s cash
payout as a commission fee.

Danesh’s scheme is simple. He acquires videos where the subject was
recorded in an argument with another, making an off-color joke, or supporting an
unpopular position. Unless he is paid to determine otherwise, Danesh determines
that the subject (his target) is the antagonist, and he takes up the case to help the
“victim.” Danesh then re-posts an edited version of the video, overlayed with a
video clip of himself (TikTok refers to this as a “stitch”) that “doxes” or discloses
the target’s personal identifying information, such as name, employer, contact
information with the intent of inciting his followers to join him. Danesh’s
campaigns of rage and harassment often go offline, as happened here. After
Danesh doxed Couture, on three separate occasions strangers visited Couture’s

mother’s home looking for Couture.
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Not all of Danesh’s 1.6 million TikTok followers participate. However,
Danesh proclaims himself the “Shah of Daneland, ” and among his TikTok
followers exists a small subset of cult-like followers referred to as “Danelanders.”
To incite Danelanders, Danesh describes the target as an “anti-vaxer,” “child
abuser,” or “anti-masker.” Remarkably Danelanders respond to Danesh’s
incitement and eagerly participate in his campaigns of online and telephonic
harassment. Danesh executed this playbook to conduct a months-long campaign of
online and telephonic harassment and rage to attack Couture and Garramone at
their homes and businesses in Cape Coral and Fort Myers. During which he
exploited TikTok’s unique monetization to earn hundreds of thousands of dollars
in in-app profits that he split 50/50 with TikTok.

THE PARTIES

1. At all times mentioned in this complaint, plaintiff Jennifer Couture,
was and now is a citizen of the County of Lee, State of Florida.

2. Ralph Garramone M.D. P.A. d/b/a Garramone Plastic Surgery
(“Garramone”) is a professional association organized and existing under the laws

of the State of Florida-with-its-prineipal place-ef businessFHort Myers;. Ralph

Garramone is the sole member of the professional association, and he was and now

1s a citizen of the County of Lee, State of Florida.
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3. Upon information and belief Defendant Danesh Noshirvan a/k/a
“@thatdaneshguy” (collectively referred to as “Danesh”), is an individual residing
in Mansfield, Pennsylvania, and a resident of, and domiciled in the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania.

4. Tiktok, Inc., (“Tiktok™) is a foreign corporation organized under the
laws of the State of California with its principal place of business located at 5800
Bristol Parkway, Culver City, California, 90230.

3. Bytedance, Inc. (“Bytedance”) is a foreign technology corporation
organized under the laws of the State of Delaware with its principal place of
business located at 250 Bryant St., Mountainview, California 94041 and is the
parent corporation of Tiktok. (TikTok and Bytedance are hereinafter collectively

referred to as “TikTok™).

JURISDICTION AND VENUE
6. This Court has diversity jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28
U.S.C. § 1332(a)(1).
7. The Court has supplemental jurisdiction over the state law claims

asserted in this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1367(a).
8. Venue is proper in the Middle District under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b)(2),
because a substantial part of the acts or omissions giving rise to the claims

occurred in this district.
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INTRODUCTION

0. Danesh Noshirvan is a prolific cyberstalker, harasser, and repeat
offender who publishes Tiktok account @thatdaneshguy,” as a fee-for-service
cyberstalking service. Danesh advertises his cyberstalking service on his TikTok
account profile under the banner “Need someone identified?” alongside the link to
his CashApp mobile payment service.

10. Defendant TikTok is a short-form video-sharing social media platform
that provides the tools necessary for its users to edit, modify, and create short-form
videos. TikTok refers to users who post videos on its platform as “Creators.”

11.  Danesh is a high-volume in-app revenue producer who refers to
himself as the “Shah of Daneland, ” and among @thatdaneshguy’s 1.6 million
TikTok followers, exists a small subset of cult-like followers referred to as
“Danelanders.” Upon Danesh’s incitement, Danelanders participate in his
campaigns of online and telephonic harassment and rage.

TIKTOK’S UNIQUE MONETIZATION FEATURES

12.  Tiktok is a unique social media platform for its use of short-form
videos and also because it offers several in-app monetization features, which
enable TikTok to share the in-app revenue that “eligible Creators” generate

through “tips” and “gifts.” In 2022, TikTok generated $1.5 billion in in-app
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revenue and year-to-date 2023, TikTok has generated $205 million more in-app
revenue “than Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter combined.”!

13.  TikTok’s several in-app monetization features include its proprietary

29 <6

virtual currency known as TikTok coins, “live gifting,” “tips” in cash

denominations, and monthly subscription fees from its Live Subscription program
paid directly through TikTok.

14.  Tiktok’s Creators Portal explains that coins, tips, and gifts provide
viewers the opportunity to pay creators for the video content they create:

“The Video Gifts feature gives creators another opportunity to
collect Diamonds by allowing their viewers to send a virtual
gift in the comments section of a video. TikTok awards
Diamonds to creators based on the popularity of their videos,
and a key metric that TikTok uses to assess the popularity of a
video is the number of Gifts sent to a creator’s content.”
https://www.tiktok.com/creators/creator-portal/en-us/getting-
paid-to-create/video-gifts/ (last visited May 3, 2023).

15. Importantly, not all creators are eligible to participate in TikTok’s in-
app monetization features. TikTok’s in-app monetization features are restricted to
“eligible creators” that are 18 or older, have at least 700,000 followers, an account

in good standing that is more than 30 days old, published a public video in the last

! John Koetsier, TikTok Earned $205 Million More Than Facebook, Twitter, Snap And
Instagram Combined On In-App Purchases In 2023, Forbes.com (Mar. 1, 2023),
https://www.forbes.com/sites/johnkoetsier/2023/03/01/tiktok-earned-205-million-more-than-
facebook-twitter-snap-and-instagram-combined-on-in-app-purchases-in-2023/?sh=7af8197142d4

6
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30 days and can’t have repeated violations of [TikTok’s] Community Guidelines.>”

Community Guidelines prohibit harassing, humiliating, threatening, and doxing.?
16.  Tiktok’s in-app monetization begins with its proprietary virtual

currency known as “coins.” Users must purchase coins from the TikTok exchange

with a credit/debit card, but coins have no monetary value outside of TikTok.

d TikTok + wees  [JIETID
Get Coins
Login
Recharge
70 350 700 1,400
3,500 7,000 17,500 Custom

) $0

Figure 1 Screen capture of TikTok’s exchange as of May 3, 2023.

17.  Coins are used to purchase virtual gifts that are gifted to eligible
Creators. Virtual gifts are emoji like figures, and each has a corresponding
purchase value. For instance, a “disco ball” costs the user 1,000 coins to purchase,

whereas a “fire” costs the user 5 coins to purchase.

2 TikTok Community Guidelines, Getting Paid to Create, Tips,
https://www.tiktok.com/creators/creator-portal/en-us/getting-paid-to-create/tips/ (last visited
May 3, 2023); See also TikTok Community Guidelines, Video Gifts,
https://www.tiktok.com/creators/creator-portal/en-us/getting-paid-to-create/video-gifts/, (last
visited May 3, 2023).

3 TikTok Community Guidelines, Community Guidelines, Mar. 2023,
https://www.tiktok.com/community-guidelines/en/ (last visited May 3, 2023).

7
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18. A small quirk in Tiktok’s in-app monetization features is that users
purchase coins and Creator’s receive diamonds. For example, the fire virtual gift
that the user purchased for 5 coins is credited as 5 “diamonds” when gifted to a
Creator. Diamonds are what Creators redeem for real cash and like coins,
diamonds have no monetary value outside of TikTok.

19.  “Tips” can also be paid to eligible Creators in cash. When tipping

cash, the user has the option of tipping “between a $5, $10, $15, or custom tip

294

amount,” and will “see the number of supporters and tips the creator has received”

for his creativity.

< Send a tip > Tips & supporters

' Send a tip to show support

Danesh _zils will directly receive your tip and no
money will go to TikTok. You can choose to
publicly show your username as a supporter or
send this tip anonymously.

Choose a tip amount (min is $1)
@Danesh il

$5 $10 $15 Custom

24 supportors « 37 tips received
Send tip anonymously
rowan -
9 ont B8 tps 355
Annette Diaz .
anonymous $+50
soent 1Up
SHAWNA sSUCKOW $1¢
sent 1Up
» NPackForever $2
sont 1Up ~
You must be at least 18 years old to send a tip and a USOrDG87630248176
small processing fee from Stripe will be charged. View sent 1 Up b

Tips Terms
Figure 3 Screen capture of TikTok tips and

the tippers who paid to Danesh for
cyberstalking Couture and Garramone.

Figure 2 Option to tip cash.

* TikTok Community Guidelines, Getting Paid to Create, Tips, supra note 2.
8
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20.  “Live gifting” is tipping that occurs during a Creator hosted live
event.

21.  In May 2022, TikTok launched “Live Subscription” a monthly
subscription service that was open to a limited number of “invite-only” Creators.’
Danesh was among the “invite-only” Creators chosen to participate. His monthly
subscription fee is $5.99. TikTok takes a 35% cut of Creators’ Live Subscription

monthly subscription fees.

Help me get to this arbitrary
number!

Subscribers 69

Subscribers

® €@ ®# O

ms_jenna_ _muniz.elena come.to. vy nurse_tonys

Monthly renewal: $5.99

. 3 o Su Nbe., y« gree 1o TikTok Subscription
Terms

Figure 4 Screen capture of Danesh’s TikTok Live Subscription promotional event,
where he acquired at least 24 subscribers who pay a $5.99 monthly fee to receive

advance notice of his cyberstalking videos, one-to-one chats with Danesh, and related
content. TikTok takes a 35% cut of the subscription fee.

* 3k sk sk ok

5 TikTok Newsroom, May 23, 2022, Exploring new ways for creators to build their community
and be rewarded with Live Subscriptions, https://newsroom.tiktok.com/en-us/live-subscription-
invite-only (last visited May 3, 2023).
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22.  Eligible Creators redeem their accrued TikTok “diamonds” for real
cash through the TikTok exchange. The in-app redemption value of a diamond is a
nickel ($.05). For facilitating the redemption, TikTok charges Creators a 50%
commission fee.® For instance, when a Creator redeems 50,000 diamonds, he
receives $250.00 (50,000 x .05), TikTok keeps the first $125.00 (25,000 diamonds
x .05) as its 50% commission, and deposits the remaining $125.00 (25,000
diamonds x .05) into the Creator’s PayPal account.

23. In-app revenue is a two-way revenue stream for TikTok. TikTok
generates front-end revenue when users purchase TikTok coins, and then a 50%
commission on the back end when Creators redeem their gifts for cash. TikTok’s
two-way in-app revenue generation model incentivizes identification and
promotion of Creators, who generate in-app revenue, and differs from other social
media platforms that rely on the much broader revenue generation focus of the
advertiser-supported model.”

24.  Danesh is a high-volume in-app revenue producer, who has exploited

TikTok’s in-app revenue to earn hundreds of thousands of dollars documenting his

¢ Prachi Mishra, How Does TikTok Work & Make Money, Fedough.com, (Mar. 24, 2023)
https://www.feedough.com/tiktok-business-model-how-does-tiktok-make-money/

7 Greg McFarlane, Thomas J. Catalano, Vikki Velasquez, How Facebook (Meta), X Corp
(Twitter), Social Media Make Money From You, Investopedia.com, (Dec. 2, 2022),
https://www.investopedia.com/stock-analysis/032114/how-facebook-twitter-social-media-make-
money-you-twtr-lnkd-fb-goog.aspx#toc-other-ways-social-media-companies-make-money.

10
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cyberstalking campaigns and inciting Danelanders to join his cyberstalking
campaigns.

TIKTOK’S BUSINESS IS TO KNOW WHAT YOU WATCH AND WHY

25. TikTok relies on extensive in-app and off-app online surveillance to
collect the data that feeds its algorithms that operate its systems that recommend
the Creators and content shown in each user’s unique “For You Feed.” New data
is collected every time a user visits TikTok to constantly update its algorithms in
order to keep pace with a user’s evolving interests.

26. TikTok knows the device you are using, your location, IP address,
search history, content of your messages, what you view and for how long, and
your interactions with advertisers.® TikTok’s iPhone app can “monitor all
keystrokes, text inputs and screen taps.” In the United States, TikTok’s
algorithms can collect biometric data, including faceprints and voiceprints from
user content.

27. TikTok’s off-app data collection includes embedding “pixels” in

consumer websites to collect data about the visitors to the websites, including the

8 Kate O’Flaherty, All the ways TikTok tracks you and how to stop it, Wired.co.uk, (Oct. 10,
2021), https://www.wired.co.uk/article/tiktok-data-privacy

? Rafqa Touma, TikTok can track users’ every tap as they visit other sites through iOS app, new
research shows, theguardian.com, (Aug. 24, 2022)
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2022/aug/24/tiktok-can-track-users-every-tap-as-they-
visit-other-sites-through-ios-app-new-research-shows

11
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device type, location, IP address, search history, content of messages, what he
viewed and for how long, and the user’s interactions with advertisements.!”

28.  Assoon as a person opens TikTok, even a non-user, TikTok installs
cookies and trackers to collect the user’s device type, location, IP address, search
history, content of messages, what he viewed and for how long, and the user’s
interactions with advertisers. When an account is created, TikTok also collects
user email addresses and contacts from Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Google.
To identify a user’s friends and family, TikTok’s algorithms cross-reference the
user in the data of other users’ content, direct messages, information submitted to
TikTok, and publicly available sources.

29. TikTok’s algorithms infer the users age, gender, and the nature of the
user’s interests, such as whether he likes sports, politics, religion, or skydiving
from the data collected.

30.  Unlike other social media platforms, TikTok’s algorithms collect data
on passive interactions, such as why the user watched a particular video, how many

times the user let a video replay, how quickly the user scrolled past a video, the

19 Thomas Germain, How TikTok Tracks You Across the Web, Even If You Don’t Use the App,
Consumerreports.org, (Sep. 29, 2022), https://www.consumerreports.org/electronics-
computers/privacy/tiktok-tracks-you-across-the-web-even-if-you-dont-use-app-a4383537813/

12
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type of content the user skipped, and whether the user was drawn to a particular
category of effects and sounds.'!

31.  To control the nature of the content posted, before a video goes live it
is moderated by TikTok’s human and algorithmic moderators, who review the
videos sounds, hashtags, and captions. TikTok’s algorithmic moderation can so
effectively identify the nature of content that it was used to suppress videos posted
by Creators that TikTok deemed too ugly, too poor, were disabled, had beer
bellies, or crooked smiles and prevented them from posting.'?

32. TikTok’s algorithms detect and remove videos with harmful content.
For instance, TikTok’s algorithms do not remove videos that promote positive
challenges like the “ice-bucket challenge,” which raises money for charities that
support finding the cure for Lou Gehrig’s disease, however, TikTok’s algorithms
detect and remove videos that encourage teenagers to attempt harmful challenges,
like the milk-crate challenge, where a person attempts to walk over a pyramid of
untethered milk crates, or the dry scooping challenge, where a person attempts to

eat a scoop of dry protein powder, or the blackout challenge.

1 Xueyin Zha, The unique power of TikTok’s algorithm, https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-
interpreter/unique-power-tiktok-s-algorithm, Lowyinstitute.org (Oct. 7, 2020).

12 Sam Biddle, Paulo Victor Ribeiro, Tatiana Dias, Invisible Censorship, TikTok Told
Moderators to Suppress Posts by “Ugly” People and the Poor to Attract New Users,
https://theintercept.com/2020/03/16/tiktok-app-moderators-users-discrimination/ (Mar. 16,
2020).

13
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33. TikTok became the world’s largest social media platform, because its
powerful algorithms know what you like and why you liked it.

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

34.  Prior to the instant cause of action, Couture and Danesh were
complete strangers. They reside approximately 1,300 miles apart and their lives
had never intersected.

35. Danesh is a prolific cyberstalker, harasser, and repeat offender who
operates “@thatdaneshguy,” as a fee-for-service cyberstalking service.

36. Danesh’s scheme is simple. He sources videos from a variety of
sources, including from people who pay him an upfront fee. In these videos the
subject is recorded in an argument with another, making an off-color joke, or
supporting an unpopular position. Unless he is paid to determine otherwise,
Danesh determines that the subject (his target) is the antagonist, and he takes up
the case to help the “victim.” Danesh then re-posts an edited version of the video,
overlayed with a “stitched” in video clip of himself that “doxes” the target’s
personal identifying information (“PII”’), such as name, employer, contact
information. People who pay Danesh’s upfront fee typically provide the video and
the target’s PII.

37. To incite Danelanders to join him, Danesh describes the target as an

29 ¢¢

“anti-vaxer,” “anti-masker,” or a “white supremacist,” regardless of the truth of

14
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this description, and announces the acts to come by singing “here comes the
consequences, consequences...”

38.  Obviously, not all of Danesh’s 1.6 million followers participate, but
Danelanders comprise a small cult-like subset of his followers and financial
supporters, who respond to Danesh’s incitement and eagerly participate by making
scores of harassing, abusive, rage-filled, and often threatening emails, phone calls,
voicemails, social media postings directed at the target, including fictitious
negative professional reviews on sites like Yelp and Google reviews.

39.  On or about January 26, 2022, Couture was recorded arguing with a
person in a parking lot. That same day an unrelated minor-teenager provided
Danesh a copy of the video of Couture arguing, along with Couture’s personal
identifying information, and paid Danesh a fee. Upon reason and belief, the fee

paid to Danesh totaled $5,000.00.

% sk ok sk ok
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40.  On or about January 27, 2020, Danesh posted his first video that
targeted Couture, which incited Danelanders’ to join his campaign of online and

telephonic harassment and rage.

Jordyn Fredericks -

Jennifer Couture

- Add Friend € Message

- Lives in Fort Myers, Florida

© From Fort Myers, Florida

Figure 5 Screen capture from Danesh’s Figure 6 Screen capture of video posted by a
first TikTok video doxing Couture, Danelander in the act of making joining
wherein he incited Danelanders to Danesh’s cyberstalking and making a
participate. Video accumulated 7 million harassing call to Couture's employer.

views.

41.  Couture immediately received hundreds of abusive and threatening
text messages (no fewer than 728) from unknown numbers, plus a constant stream
of rage-filled phone calls and voicemails to her personal and professional phone
numbers, where the caller screamed “die you dumb cunt,” or “eat shit and die, kill
yourself.” Similar statements were sent to her emails and social media. Many
Danelanders posted videos of themselves in the act as seen above in Figure 6. The

initial burst lasted for several days.

k sk ok sk ok
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-1 (239) 337-2143

I'm sure you've already
been made well aware of
what a shitty cunt you are.
But! | just wanted to
personally be able to tell
vou that you're a
horrendous BITCHY
CUNT. Your failed attempt
to pull off being a young
Barbie is embarrassing to
see. You look like you're
SO! You're absolutely
FUGLY. I'm really glad you
ot exposed boc you
literally deserve poverty.
Your daughter must be
soocoo fucking
embarrassed to have you
as her mother. Plastered
all over the internet for
acting like an ignorant
cunt. Hope vou know she

Figure 7 Screen capture of a text
message received by Couture’s
phone from an unknown number
after Danesh’s video incitement.

Case 2:23-cv-00340-SPC-KCD Document 9-1

Filed 05/30/23 Page 17 of 38 PagelD 132

Mm:ac et SO« -

<eD ()
+1 (346) 279-5788

......

You plastic fake ugly cunt
who was so insecure
about herself that she has
to have fake hair fake
makeup fake everything
and drive around putting
other people down so she
can feel better about
herself because deep
down inside she's always
crying for her daddy or
any man to pay attention
to her because she's so
vapid on the inside. Oh by
the way my name is
karma and I'll be watching
you.

Figure 8 Screen capture of a text
message received by Couture’s phone
from an unknown number after
Danesh’s video incitement.

42. Danesh’s video incited a Daneland feeding frenzy, and they conducted

invasive searches into Couture for any maiden/married names, family members,

addresses of her family members, schools her children attended, employer’s name,

etc., then contacted all.

3284 comments X

“ omg she’s in fort myers »» o

“ Her husbands name is Chris Couture pic
of both of them on his page &2 she
deleted herss

6 Trump supporters 82 &2 &2 &2 Florida oh
my God Trump Land &2 82 82 &2

b Someone tag me in the update videoss

=

Figure 9 Screen capture showing 3284
comments beneath Danesh’s initial
TikTok video documenting Danelanders
deep dive into Couture and her family.

17

Figure 10 Screen capture of Danesh thanking
Danelanders for confirming Couture’s
identity following the publication of his initial
video. Name of minor child was redacted.
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43.  Couture turned out to be a popular victim for Danesh. Within two
weeks of instigating the campaign against Couture, Danesh increased his TikTok
followers from approximately 702,000 to more than 1 million.

44,  Couture was not a TikTok user when the campaign was directed at
her. She instinctively deleted abusive social media comments, blocked abusive
phone numbers, and began closing accounts. Danesh immediately discovered her
deletions and became enraged. He messaged Couture directly and threatened her
that the “fun hasn’t even started yet,” and that much worse was to come from his
“1.3 million fams.” Danesh is a complete stranger.

thatdaneshguy commented: Deleting
comments, Jennifer? & Why? The
fun hasn't even started yet. All of
Fort Myers will know. I'm going to the
news too. This is Round 1, Jennifer.
Each round is going to get more and
more intense. Sound familiar? The
1.3 million fams is going to help me

too. We don't match vibes here, we
multiply vibes. 2h

Figure 11 Danesh’s direct message to Couture that the fun hasn’t
even started.

45.  On January 27, 2022, as Danesh’s video accumulated millions of
views and Couture was being attacked, she also received many supportive

messages from strangers, and many complained to TikTok about Danesh’s video.

18



Case 2:23-cv-00340-SPC-KCD Document 9-1 Filed 05/30/23 Page 19 of 38 PagelD 134

Danesh then posed as a concerned bystander and sent Couture a supportive

message on Facebook under the fictitious name Erica Sabonis.

10:23 w -
0 @ ercasabonis
Jennifer this person is doxxing
you online

You need to sue them or send
them a cease and desist

| watched the video and you did
@ nothing wrong

Hello, thank you. What a hard
thing to go through. Should | call
an attorney.

1 don't know, i don't see that you

did anything outrageous. It's just

two people arguing. No racism.
. No violence. Nothing.

Ok, thank you

Figure 12 Text message of Danesh posing as Erica Sabonis

46. The message was a fishing expedition to capture Couture’s reaction,
which he used in a new video, wherein he admitted he was Erica Sabonis and

mocked Couture for falling for his ruse.

Jennifer this person is doxxing you
online

You need to sue them or send them
a cease and desist

i« | watched the video and you did
~ nothing wrong

iy
Hello, thank you. What a hard thing to
go through. Should | call an attorney

I'literally brought it up to her

Figure 13 Screen capture of Danesh’s TikTok video wherein he admitted
he was Erica Sabonis.
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47.  After his initial video, Danesh posted several new videos
successively. On January 28, 2022, January 30, 2022, January 31, 2022, February
1, 2022, followed by May 8§, 2022, and May 13, 2022, each with further personal
details and each incited Danelanders to engage to direct hundreds of rage-filled
statements such as “die you dumb cunt,” or “eat shit and die, kill yourself” to
Couture.

48.  Simultaneously, Danesh purchased other forms of media to promote
and expand the reach of his videos and cyberstalking campaign against Couture.

49.  On or about February 22, 2022, Danesh purchased native content
sponsored advertisements (“native content”), which are commissioned ads
designed to look like real news articles. Danesh paid to publish in the online
edition of the International Business Times of Singapore (ibtimes.sg), and they
were republished in news and media sites like Dexerto.com and
wegotthiscovered.com, and numerous others. In these articles, Danesh identifies
himself as the person who instigated the cyberstalking against Couture, admitted
the Erica Sabonis ruse, quotes himself as an authority figure, and disclosed that
Garramone was Couture’s employer.

50. Danesh embedded links to the native content in videos directed at
Couture so they would cross-reference each other to increase their search rankings,

thereby gaining more views. Danesh leveraged the native content ads: (1) to
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increase the popularity of the videos about Couture by increasing their TikTok and
search engine rankings; (2) to acquire new followers to @thatdaneshguy by linking
to it from the native content; (3) to increase his profits through the acquisition of
additional followers; and (4) to maximize Couture’s humiliation by positioning his
videos as the first result when someone performs an internet search for her name.

51.  Between January 2022 and August 2022, Danesh posted
approximately twelve (12) new videos directed at Couture and repeatedly edited
and re-posted his previous videos.

52.  InJuly 2022, the attacks against Couture extended beyond online and
telephonic attacks into the real world when an anonymous report that alleged
Couture had harmed her minor child and that her minor child was in danger of
ongoing harm was filed with the Florida Department of Children and Families
(“Florida DCF”).

53. Asaresult of the anonymous allegations, in August 2022,
investigators from the Florida DCF made an unannounced investigative visit to
Couture’s home. During which, Couture was segregated from her minor-child, and
they were interviewed separately.

54. Couture was immediately cleared of the outrageous false allegations,
but this horrific invasion of her mother-child relationship has obviously caused her

to suffer tremendous lasting and persistent emotional distress and fright.
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55. It was since discovered that Danesh filed the anonymous allegations
that triggered the Florida DCF investigation, and that during July and August 2022,
Florida DCF received hundreds of anonymous reports alleging the same
unsubstantiated claims against Couture. The unusually high number of anonymous
reports is indicative Danelanders’ conduct.

56. Danesh has a history of making unsubstantiated claims of child abuse
against his targets. In or about September 2021, Danesh claimed a satirical video
posted by another Creator was “normalizing child abuse.” He responded by
posting a video that doxed the creator and explained that he had reported that
Creator to child protective services in the State of Oklahoma. The video incited
Danelanders to make similar allegations against the Creator. TikTok then
terminated @thatdaneshguy for violating TikTok’s guidelines against doxing and
harassment.

57.  When Danesh’s account was terminated, Danelanders conducted a
mass appeal of his termination, and TikTok fully reinstated Danesh with his

followers intact.!’

13 Siobhan Bell, I have children and I could never imagine doing that: One TikToker’s crusade
against child abusers, https://www.dailydot.com/unclick/danesh-tiktok-crusade-against-child-
abusers/, Dailydot.com, (Sep. 24, 2021)
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58.  Danesh has also incited Danelanders to report her to Southwest

Florida Crimestoppers, because “[c]rimestoppers will pay you” for her arrest.

22 comments X

) - e Danesh uw!s . Creator
280-TIPS (847 7‘4& | forgot to mention that crime stoppers will pay
= e you for an arrest!

ANOR
@ s
Everyone or the first person to report? &
=

AOUDE CADM ¢

Reply P
Welcome @ Donesn it » SaranD
dunno!
STOPPERS Reply Q @
JORKS!" e
“ Ami Virden-Hines
LY HELP FIGHY: Citime It's the least | can do!
Q im Reply O P
Many/crimes INKSOUIRWESURIGLH Y

Figure 15 Comments beneath Danesh’s
video suggesting Danelanders report
Couture to Crimestoppers, wherein he
suggests Crimestoppers will pay them for
her arrest.

Figure 14 Screen capture from Danesh’s
TikTok video wherein he instructs
Danelanders to anonymously report Couture
to Crimestoppers for fictitious crimes.

59.  There is a familial link between Couture and Garramone’s principal,

which Danesh doxed in a video on January 28, 2022.

Meet The Garramone Team

" I have a suspicion
she's close 1o her
boss

e B I S < S

Dislike Share Create  Download
|‘ .
q. Ralph R. Garramone, MD, FACS -.. = "
B TikTok e
@ thatdaneshguy <

Figure 16 Screen Capture of Danesh Figure 17 Screen capture of Danesh and
TikTok video wherein he confirmed Danelanders confirming that the scope had
Garramone is Couture’s employer. expanded to include attacking Garramone.
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47.  Once the Couture-Garramone familial link was published,

Danelanders immediately turned fire on Garramone, and Garramone received

hundreds of rage-filled calls, text messages, emails, and fictitious negative reviews

posted on professional review sites.

Fioure 18

Jessica Johas B doesnt recommend
Ralph R. Garramone Jr., MO, FACS «
Plastc Surgeon

Terridie!™" Dirty place!

o .

Sean Stokey ® doesn't recommend Ralph e

R. Garramone Jr., MD, FACS - Plastic
Surgeon.
It would be a shame if someone happened to

look into the PPP loan Ralph took out despite
firing most of his staff.

o

[)'\/ Like " ) Comment ,Q Share

Perez Tibbi ¥ doesn't recommend Ralph
R. Garramone Jr., MD, FACS - Plastic
Surgeon.

Hack jobs, bad ethics, worse politics, no regard
for safety nor heaith

Qs

Figure 19

Jason Seware B doesn't recommend
Ralph R. Garramone Jr., MO, FACS
* Plastic Surgeon
This pyscho and his mentally unstable barbie
doll reject of 3 girifriend should be ashamed of
themselves, but they're not! Just make sure you
don’t get run over when your leaving

0

Dlke () Comment ) Share

Joe Gittord B doesnt recommend Ralph
R. Garramone Jr., MD, FACS - Plastic

Surgeon

Did you see what he did to Jennder Cuntours
face?

CPE

Figure 20

45 Christy Vanzile ® doesn't recommend
‘-,;!_: Ralph R, Garramone Jr,, MD, FACS -
" Plastic Surgeon.
Hateful people. Disgusting humans. Look at his
gold digging gfs face and you know all you need

10 know about this doctors skill... @ @ &
05
Dtke () Comment A Share

» Victor Davila ® doesn't recommend Ralph +++
-4 R.Garramone Jr, MD, FACS - Plastic
Surgeon.
2 days ag(
| can't recommend a place that has horrible
employees.

09

Figures 18-20 Screen captures of fictitious reviews posted to Garramone’s Google review page
by Danelanders. See also figure 17, wherein Danesh and Danelanders confirm directing attack

at Garramone.

48.  The attack was akin to brute force computer hacking attack, and

paralyzed Garramone’s surgical practice.

49.  Garramone replied to one of the fictitious Google reviews by stating

that neither Danesh, nor any Danelanders posting fake reviews were former or

current patients.
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50. Danesh immediately noticed Garramone’s comment, and published a
video directed at Garramone, wherein he claimed that Garramone was slandering
him, and included Garramone’s financial information in the video, which incited

Danelanders to defend Danesh.

arrenh

Response from the owner Since Ralph Garramone is responding
1 . to Google reviews by slandering me,
'l be happy to look into Mr
Garramone, too.

ely this individual has never been to my

Let's start here: If you think COVID
precautions are so ridiculous, then

who tthUgh TikTok Vl[IfIC‘S p(‘Op!C why'd you take out a PPP loan? What
did you use that for?

5 under the influence of Danesh

vhom are actually victims like in this
hse ignore this misguided reviewer who e
yowledge of our office or of the staff =

S a vV - (2]

2,131 likes
Figure 21 Screen capture of Danesh’s video Figure 22 Screen capture of
featuring Garramone’s response to Garramone’s financial information
fictitious negative post. posted by Danesh.

51.  Danesh subsequently posted new videos directed at Garramone on
January 30, 2022, and January 31, 2022, and as with the Couture’s videos, Danesh
edited and re-posted the Garramone videos repeatedly between January 2022 and
July 2022. Danesh’s new videos purposely mischaracterized lighthearted
photographs in an effort to defame Garramone.

52.  Danesh’s cyberstalking campaign against Garramone severely
damaged their reputation and caused significant financial harm. Garramone was

forced to prematurely terminate contracts with surgeons, who became fearful of
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reputational harm by being swept into Danesh’s net, and many patients terminated
scheduled procedures and ended their relationship.

53. Danesh’s harassment of Couture and Garramone is particularly
indefensible. He is a complete stranger. There never existed a legitimate reason or
purpose for Danesh to communicate with Couture or Garramone. Danesh simply
profited from harassing Couture, and when he learned of the Couture-Garramone
link he extended his campaign to Garramone and incited Danelanders to join his
campaigns of online and telephonic harassment.

54. Danesh has also expressed a desire to humiliate and levy
consequences against his victims. During an appearance on the Dr. Phil television
show titled “Caught on Camera: Have we lost our privacy?” Danesh expressed
no concern for the impact on his victim even when Dr. Phil asked about the
possibility that one of his victims might harm themselves as a result of his actions.
Danesh stated that identifying and humiliating his target was his goal, because it

was important that the target receives the accountability that he feels they deserve.

* %k sk sk ok
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butto identify it into the video
humiliate her and [P

thatdaneshguy

Episode 7 | will gladly defend my
platform anytime. Don't as... See more

JJ 1guy - Danesh Wy Orig

Figure 23 Screen capture of Danesh’s Figure 24 Screen capture of Danesh’s
appearance on Dr. Phil where he stated TikTok account, wherein he published his
identifying and humiliating his target is appearance on Dr. Phil to generate gift
necessary for him to give people the income.

consequences they deserve.

55.  Danesh and Danelanders are notorious for violating community
guidelines and well known to TikTok for their conduct. Danesh has accumulated
strikes for doxing and was previously terminated for doxing and harassing others.
Danesh was only reinstated after Danelanders lodged a successful mass appeal.

56. Danesh and Danelanders are so prolific and their conduct so well
known that their victims have documented their experiences in videos posted under
two separate categories, which have collectively been viewed more than 7.5

million views: (1) #danelandisdangerous and (2) #victimsofdaneland.
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#danelandisdangerous A

Figure 25 #danelandisdangerous has been viewed more than 5.7 million times.

#victimsofdaneland A

VERIFIED

)
w4}

Foocee e I erteateviguy

--m----[z_

Figure 26 #victimsofdaneland has been viewed more than 1.8 million times.
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57. When asked what his motives or about what percentage of his profits
goes to help the “victims” that Danesh claims to help, he demeans the questioner
and Dandelanders rush to defend Danesh claiming that Danesh deserves to be paid,

because he does “a lot of work.”

rageandshine
’ /‘ thatdaneshguy Actually, a couple of my merc
charity, but this was a disingenu ior

What % of the profits from your merch go to
the communities you claim to support?

0 agirithasnopresident You do a lot of work. there is no shame in o
Reply earning while doing that

° thatdaneshguy - Creator
lucky13tim It i;r\,-v. to the charity of
100% of my profits goes to "What exactly i inassessnntnes e
have you done?" Foundation. it's a charity

T

that focuses on how you haven't lifted a ¢ ey st s gy rores @
finger.
1 Reply
. :"°'f:"°,"""‘,'c'"'""'y"" You owe zero response but thank you &
for clarifying anyway @ @ @ @ You rock!!!| @
Figure 27 Screen capture of the comment
section of @thatdaneshguy where Danesh o

earns profits from cyberstalking.

Figure 28 continuation of comment section
from Figure 26, wherein Danelanders confirm
that his cyberstalking profits are valid, and
Danesh suggests some of the proceeds from his
branded merchandise goes to charity.

58.  Danesh led and conducted online and telephonic campaigns of
harassment and rage against two complete strangers for illicit financial and to
satisfy his desire to humiliate his victims and inflict consequences that he deemed

appropriate.

* %k ok ok ok
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COUNT I - CYBERSTALKING

59. This is an action for damages for cyberstalking pursuant to Section
748.048(1)(d)(1) of the Florida Statutes against Defendants Danesh Noshirvan
a/k/a “@thatdaneshguy,” TikTok, Inc., and Bytedance, Inc.

60. Couture and Garramone reallege and incorporate herein the
allegations set forth in Paragraphs 1 through 59 as if set forth more fully herein.

61. Pursuant to Section 784.048(1)(a) to “harass” someone means to
engage in a course of conduct directed at a specific person which causes substantial
emotional distress to that person and serves no legitimate purpose.

62. Pursuant to Section 784.048(1)(b) a “course of conduct” means a
pattern of conduct composed of a series of acts over a period of time, however
short, which evidences a continuity of purpose.

63. Section 748.048(1)(d)(1) defines “cyberstalking” as “to engage in a
course of conduct to communicate, or to cause to be communicated, directly or
indirectly, words, images, or language by or through the use of electronic mail or
electronic communication, directed at or pertaining to a specific person.”

64. Pursuant to Section 784.048(2) a person who willfully, maliciously,
and repeatedly follows, harasses, or cyberstalks another person commits the

offense of stalking.
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65. Plaintiffs are the victims of cyberstalking conducted by defendant
Danesh Noshirvan. Plaintiffs have been harassed and cyberstalked in accordance
with the definitions set forth in Section 748.048(1)(d)(1).

66. Danesh Noshirvan engaged in a course of conduct to communicate,
and to cause to be communicated online and telephonic cyberstalking campaigns of
harassing, defamatory, and abusive attacks on Jennifer Couture and Garramone
Plastic Surgery via social media platform TikTok, Inc., for financial profits, which
were shared with TikTok.

67. Defendant Danesh Noshirvan engaged in a course of conduct on
TikTok that incited Danelanders to participate in his online and telephonic
cyberstalking campaigns of harassing, defamatory, and abusive attacks on Jennifer
Couture and Garramone Plastic Surgery and incited them to submit hundreds of
false allegations of child abuse to the Florida DCF.

68. Defendant Danesh Noshirvan engaged a course of conduct directed at
Plaintiffs Jennifer Couture and Garramone Plastic Surgery at their homes and
businesses in Cape Coral and Fort Myers via social media platform TikTok, Inc.,
mobile phone text messaging, telephone systems, emails, and internet review
websites to incite campaigns of online and telephonic harassment and rage to be

directed against Couture and Garramone in prolonged attacks.
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69. Danesh Noshirvan paid to publish native content in the online version
of International Business Times of Singapore in order to expand the reach of his
online and telephonic harassment Couture and Garramone to acquire new
followers and increase his profits.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs Jennifer Couture and Garramone Plastic Surgery,
Demands judgment against Defendants, jointly and severally, in an amount to be
determined at trial plus interest, including, but not limited to, emotional distress,
punitive damages, liquidated damages, statutory damages, attorneys’ fees, costs,

and for such other relief as the Court deems just and proper.

COUNT II — CIVIL CONSPIRACY

(As to Jennifer Couture)

70.  This is an action for damages by Plaintiff Jennifer Couture against
Defendants Danesh Noshirvan a/k/a “@thatdaneshguy,” TikTok, Inc., and
Bytedance, Inc., for damages for civil conspiracy in excess of $75,000.00,
exclusive of interest and costs.

71.  Plaintiff Jennifer Couture realleges and incorporates herein by
reference the allegations set forth in Paragraphs 1 through 70 as if set forth more

fully herein.
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72.  Defendants agreed to participate in a conspiracy to earn profits by
conducting campaigns of online and telephonic harassment against Jennifer
Couture.

73. Defendants each had knowledge of, and participated in campaigns of
online and telephonic harassment and cyberstalking of Jennifer Couture with the
intent to damage her business and professional reputation, and to tortiously
interfere with the business relationship between Jennifer Couture and her clients.

74.  Defendants knew the online and telephonic harassment and
cyberstalking campaigns would likely result in material and substantial damage to
Jennifer Couture.

75.  Jennifer Couture suffered damages as a direct and proximate result of
Defendants’ online and telephonic cyberstalking campaigns.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Jennifer Couture, demands judgment against
Defendants, jointly and severally, in an amount to be determined at trial plus
interest, including, but not limited to, emotional distress, punitive damages,
liquidated damages, statutory damages, attorneys’ fees, costs, and for such other

relief as the Court deems just and proper.

COUNT I — CIVIL CONSPIRACY

(As to Garramone Plastic Surgery)
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76.  This is an action by Plaintiff Garramone Plastic Surgery against
Defendants Danesh Noshirvan a/k/a “@thatdaneshguy,” TikTok, Inc., and
Bytedance, Inc., for damages for civil conspiracy in excess of $75,000.00,
exclusive of interest and costs.

77.  Garramone Plastic Surgery realleges and incorporates herein by
reference the allegations set forth in Paragraphs 1 through 76 as if set forth more
fully herein.

78.  Defendants agreed to participate in a conspiracy to earn profits by
conducting campaigns of online and telephonic harassment against Plaintiff
Garramone Plastic Surgery.

79.  Defendants each had knowledge of and participated in campaigns of
online and telephonic harassment, cyberstalking, and publication of defamatory
statements against Garramone Plastic Surgery with the intent to damage the
business and professional reputation of Garramone Plastic Surgery and to
tortiously interfere with the business relationship between Garramone Plastic
Surgery and its patients and clients.

80. Defendants knew the defamatory statements would likely result in
material and substantial defamation and damage to Garramone Plastic Surgery and

1ts business.
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81.  The Defamatory statements by Defendants to third parties imputed
that Garramone Plastic Surgery was engaged in conduct, characteristics, and
conditions incompatible with the proper exercise of Garramone Plastic Surgery’s
lawful surgical practice.

82.  Garramone Plastic Surgery suffered damages as a direct and
proximate result of the actions of the Defendants aiding and abetting the making
and publishing of the defamatory statements.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Garramone Plastic Surgery, demands judgment
against Defendants, jointly and severally, in an amount to be determined at trial
plus interest, including, but not limited to, emotional distress, punitive damages,
liquidated damages, statutory damages, attorneys’ fees, costs, and for such other

relief as the Court deems just and proper.

COUNT 1V - INTERFERENCE WITH
PROSPECTIVE ECONOMIC ADVANTAGE

83.  This is an action by Plaintiff Garramone Plastic Surgery against
Defendants Danesh Noshirvan a/k/a “@thatdaneshguy,” TikTok, Inc., and
Bytedance, Inc., for damages for tortious interference with a business relationship

in excess of $75,000.00, exclusive of interest and costs.
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84.  Plaintiff Garramone Plastic Surgery realleges and incorporates herein
by reference the allegations set forth in Paragraphs 1 through 83 as if set forth
more fully herein.

85. At all times material to this action, Garramone was a professional
association and licensed medical practitioner in the State of Florida rightfully
entitled to pursue its lawful business interests.

86. Defendants were aware of the existing business relationships between
Garramone and their clients and interfered with those existing relationships as
described above.

87.  Defendants used wrongful means to interfere in Garramone’ s
relationships with prospective clients by creating fictitious defamatory reviews on
professional review website, thereby tortiously interfering with Garramone’ s
prospective economic relationships with such prospective customers, all to
Garramone’ s tremendous detriment and harm.

88.  As set forth above, Defendants have conspired with each other to use
wrongful means to maliciously, and without justification, interfere with
Garramone’s right to lawfully pursue its business interests.

89. Asaresult of Defendants’ intentional and malicious interference as
aforesaid, Garramone has lost lucrative, prospective relationships and revenue,

together with the expectation of future economic gain.
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90. Without any legal justification for their actions Defendants
intentionally and unjustifiably interfered with Garramone’s rights to pursue its
lawful business interests.

91. Asaconsequence of Defendants’ intentional and malicious
interference with Garramone’s contract and/or prospective economic advantage,
Garramone has suffered and will continue to suffer immediate and irreparable
harm and damages.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Garramone Plastic Surgery, Demands judgment
against Defendants, jointly and severally, in an amount to be determined at trial
plus interest, including, but not limited to, emotional distress, punitive damages,
liquidated damages, statutory damages, attorneys’ fees, costs, and for such other

relief as the Court deems just and proper.

JURY DEMAND

Pursuant to Rule 38(b) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, Plaintiffs

demand trial by jury on all issues so triable.

Respectfully submitted,

Dated: May 4730, 2023 /s/ Patrick Trainor
Patrick Trainor, Esquire (Attorney ID 242682019)
LAW OFFICE OF PATRICK TRAINOR, ESQ., LLC
19 Union Avenue, Suite 201
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Rutherford, New Jersey 07070
P: (201) 777-3327
F: (201) 896-7815

pt@ptesq.com
Attorney for Plaintiffs
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA
FORT MYERS DIVISION

JENNIFER COUTURE; RALPH
GARRAMONE M.D. P.A. d/b/a )
GARRAMONE PLASTIC SURGERY, | CIVIL CASE NO.: Z'.2%—Cv- 00340-J'PC-LCD

Plaintiffs,

VS.

DANESH NOSHIRVAN a/k/a
@THATDANESHGUY; TIKTOK
INC.; BYTEDANCE, INC., JOHN
DOES 1-100, being fictitious names,
and ABC CORPORATIONS 1-100
being fictitious names,

Defendants.

DISCLOSURE STATEMENT PURSUANT TO
FEDERAL RULE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE 7.1 AND LOCAL RULE 3.03

Pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 7.1 Local Rule of Civil
Procedure 3.03, Plaintiff Ralph Garramone M.D. P.A. d/b/a Garramone Plastic
Surgery by and through its attorney the Law Office of Patrick Trainor, Esq., LLC
makes the following disclosures:

1. It is not a publicly held corporation.

2. It does not have any publicly traded shares or debt.

3. It does not have a parent corporation.

4. Its member, Ralph Garramone, is a citizen of the State of Florida.
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5. There are no additional persons or entities that have an interest in the
outcome of this matter or are eligible for restitution.

CERTIFICATION

I certify that, except as disclosed, I am unaware of an actual or potential
conflict of interest affecting the district judge or the magistrate judge in this action,
and I will immediately notify the judge in writing within fourteen days after I

know of a conflict.

Is/ Patrick Trainor

Dated: May 17, 2023 Patrick Trainor, Esq.
Law Office of Patrick Trainor, Esq., LLC
19 Union Avenue, Suite 201
Rutherford, New Jersey 07070
P: (201) 777-3327
F: (201) 896-7815

pt@ptesqg.com
Attorney for Plaintiffs
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g

[J3  Federal Question

(LS. Government Not a Party)

[X]4 Diversity

(Indicate Citizenship of Parties in ltem 111)

in One Box Only)

(For Diversity Cases Only)

PT

Citizen of This State

]
]

Citizen of Another State

Citizen or Subject of a
Foreign Country

HI. CITIZENSHIP OF PRINCIPAL PARTIES (Piace an “x*

in One Box for Plaintiff

and One Box for Defendant)

F DEF

1 O

Incorporated or Principal Place

PTF

(x] 4

DEF

HE

of Business In This State

=

Incorporated and Principal Place

Os [s

of Business In Another State

3

s O

Foreign Nation

e e

IV. NATURE OF SUIT (piace an “ X" in One Box Only) Click here for: Nature of Suit Code Descriptions.
| CONTRACT TORTS FORFEITURE/PENALTY BANKRUPTCY T&:Rsrmsﬁl
110 Insurance PERSONAL INJURY PERSONAL INJURY :|625 Drug Related Seizure 422 Appeal 28 USC 158 375 False Claims Act
120 Marine 310 Airplane 365 Personal Injury - of Property 21 USC 881 423 Withdrawal 376 Qui Tam (31 USC
130 Miller Act 315 Airplane Product Product Liability :lb‘?{) Other 28 USC 157 372%a))
140 Negotiable Instrument Liability [] 367 Health Care/ INTELLECTUAL q 400 State Reapportionment
[[] 150 Recovery of Overpayment :| 320 Assault, Libel & Pharmaceutical PROPERTY RIGHTS 410 Antitrust
& Enforcement of Judgment Slander Personal Injury 820 Copyrights 430 Banks and Banking
151 Medicare Act 330 Federal Employers’ Product Liability 830 Patent 450 Commerce
B 152 Recovery of Defaulted Liability E] 368 Asbestos Personal ﬁ 835 Patent - Abbreviated 460 Deportation
Student Loans 3 340 Marine Injury Product New Drug Application 470 Racketeer Influenced and
(Excludes Veterans) 345 Marine Product Liability 840 Trademark Corrupt Organizations
[[] 153 Recovery of Overpayment Liability PERSONAL PROPERTY LABOR 880 Defend Trade Secrets | 480 Consumer Credit
of Veteran’s Benefits 350 Motor Vehicle 370 Other Fraud 710 Fair Labor Standards Actof 2016 (15 USC 1681 or 1692)
D 160 Stockholders’ Suits 3 355 Motor Vehicle H 371 Truth in Lending Act :] 485 Telephone Consumer
D 190 Other Contract Product Liability D 380 Other Personal 3720 Labor/Management SOCIAL SECURITY. Protection Act
195 Contract Product Liability E 360 Other Personal Property Damage Relations 861 HIA (1395(T) 490 Cable/Sat TV

196 Franchise

H

Injury
] 362 Personal Injury -
Medical Malpractice

D 385 Property Damage
Product Liability

3740 Railway Labor Act
751 Family and Medical
Leave Act
790 Other Labor Litigation

220 Foreclosure
230 Rent Lease & Ejectment
240 Torts to Land
245 Tort Product Liability
[ 1290 All Other Real Property

441 Voting

442 Employment

443 Housing/
Accommodations

| ] 445 Amer. w/Disabilities -
Employment

446 Amer. w/Disabilities -
Other

| ] 448 Education

REAL PROPERTY CIVIL RIGHTS PRISONER PETITION
| 1210 Land Condemnation 440 Other Civil Rights Habeas Corpus:

463 Alien Detainee
510 Motions to Vacate
Sentence
[ 1530 General
I:l 535 Death Penalty
Other:
540 Mandamus & Other
550 Civil Rights
555 Prison Condition
560 Civil Detainee -
Conditions of

Confinement

[ 1791 Employee Retirement

862 Black Lung (923)

863 DIWC/DIWW (405(g))
864 SSID Title XVI

865 RS1(405(g))

]

850 Securities/Commodities/
Exchange

890 Other Statutory Actions

891 Agricultural Acts

893 Environmental Matters

L1

Income Security Act

TMMIGRATION

462 Naturalization Application
465 Other Immigration

Actions

S

895 Freedom of Information

| FEDERAL TAX SUIT
[ ] 870 Taxes (U.S. Plaintiff
or Defendant)

[ ] 871 IRS—Third Party
26 USC 7609

Act

896 Arbitration

899 Administrative Procedure
Act/Review or Appeal of

Agency Decision

"] 950 Constitutionality of
State Statutes

V. ORIGIN rPiace an *

X" in One Box Only)

1 Original D” Removed from 3 Remanded from 0 4 Reinstated or O 5 Transferred from 6 Multidistrict 8 Multidistrict
Proceeding State Court Appellate Court Reopened Another District Litigation - Litigation -
(specify) Transfer Direct File

V1. CAUSE OF ACTION

28 USC 1332(a)(1)

Cite the U.S. Civil Statute under which you are filing (Do not cite jurisdictional statutes unless diversity)-

Brief description of cause:
Interstate online and telephonic harassment, interference with prospective economic advantage

VIl. REQUESTED IN
COMPLAINT:

[] CHECK IF THIS

IS A CLASS ACTION

UNDER RULE 23, FR.Cv.P.

DEMAND §

CHECK YES only if demanded in complaint:

JURY DEMAND:

[X]ves [JNo

VIII. RELATED CASE(S)

IF ANY

(See instructions):

JUDGE

DOCKET NUMBER

DATE

SIGNATURE OF ATTORNEY OF RECORD

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
RECEIPT #

AMOUNT

APPLYING IFP

JUDGE

MAG. JUDGE
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR ATTORNEYS COMPLETING CIVIL COVER SHEET FORM JS 44
Authority For Civil Cover Sheet

The IS 44 civil cover sheet and the information contained herein neither replaces nor supplements the filings and service of pleading or other papers as
required by law, except as provided by local rules of court. This form, approved by the Judicial Conference of the United States in September 1974, is
required for the use of the Clerk of Court for the purpose of initiating the civil docket sheet. Consequently, a civil cover sheet is submitted to the Clerk of
Court for each civil complaint filed. The attorney filing a case should complete the form as follows:

I.(a) Plaintiffs-Defendants. Enter names (last. first. middle initial) of plaintiff and defendant. If the plaintiff or defendant is a government agency, use
only the full name or standard abbreviations. If the plaintiff or defendant is an official within a government agency, identify first the agency and then
the official. giving both name and title.

(b) County of Residence. For each civil case filed, except U.S. plaintiff cases, enter the name of the county where the first listed plaintiff resides at the
time of filing. In U.S. plaintiff cases, enter the name of the county in which the first listed defendant resides at the time of filing. (NOTE: In land
condemnation cases. the county of residence of the "defendant” is the location of the tract of land involved.)

(¢) Attorneys. Enter the firm name. address, telephone number, and attorney of record. 1f there are several attorneys. list them on an attachment, noting
in this section "(see attachment)".

1I. Jurisdiction. The basis of jurisdiction is set forth under Rule 8(a), F.R.Cv.P., which requires that jurisdictions be shown in pleadings. Place an "X"
in one of the boxes. If there is more than one basis of jurisdiction, precedence is given in the order shown below.
United States plaintiff. (1) Jurisdiction based on 28 U.S.C. 1345 and 1348. Suits by agencies and officers of the United States are included here.
United States defendant. (2) When the plaintiff is suing the United States, its officers or agencies, place an "X" in this box.
Federal question. (3) This refers to suits under 28 U.S.C. 1331, where jurisdiction arises under the Constitution of the United States. an amendment
to the Constitution, an act of Congress or a treaty of the United States. In cases where the U.S. is a party, the U.S. plaintiff or defendant code takes
precedence, and box 1 or 2 should be marked.
Diversity of citizenship. (4) This refers to suits under 28 U.S.C. 1332, where parties are citizens of different states. When Box 4 is checked, the
citizenship of the different parties must be checked. (See Section 111 below; NOTE: federal question actions take precedence over diversity
cases.)

III.  Residence (citizenship) of Principal Parties. This section of the IS 44 is to be completed if diversity of citizenship was indicated above, Mark this
section for each principal party.

IV.  Nature of Suit. Place an "X" in the appropriate box. If there are multiple nature of suit codes associated with the case, pick the nature of suit code
that is most applicable. Click here for: Nature of Suit Code Descriptions.

V. Origin. Place an "X" in one of the seven boxes.
Original Proceedings. (1) Cases which originate in the United States district courts.
Removed from State Court. (2) Proceedings initiated in state courts may be removed to the district courts under Title 28 U.S.C.. Section 1441,
Remanded from Appellate Court, (3) Check this box for cases remanded to the district court for further action. Use the date of remand as the filing
date.
Reinstated or Reopened. (4) Check this box for cases reinstated or reopened in the district court. Use the reopening date as the filing date.
Transferred from Another District. (3) For cases transferred under Title 28 U.S.C. Section 1404(a). Do not use this for within district transfers or
multidistrict litigation transfers.
Multidistrict Litigation — Transfer. (6) Check this box when a multidistrict case is transferred into the district under authority of Title 28 U.S.C.
Section 1407.
Multidistrict Litigation — Direct File. (8) Check this box when a multidistrict case is filed in the same district as the Master MDL docket.
PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE IS NOT AN ORIGIN CODE 7. Origin Code 7 was used for historical records and is no longer relevant due to
changes in statute.

VI.  Cause of Action. Report the civil statute directly related to the cause of action and give a brief description of the cause. Do not cite jurisdictional
statutes unless diversity. Example: U.S. Civil Statute: 47 USC 553 Brief Description: Unauthorized reception of cable service.

VII.  Requested in Complaint. Class Action. Place an "X" in this box if you are filing a class action under Rule 23. F.R.Cv.P.
Demand. In this space enter the actual dollar amount being demanded or indicate other demand. such as a preliminary injunction.
Jury Demand. Check the appropriate box to indicate whether or not a jury is being demanded.

VIII. Related Cases. This section of the JS 44 is used to reference related pending cases. if any. If there are related pending cases, insert the docket
numbers and the corresponding judge names for such cases.

Date and Attorney Signature. Date and sign the civil cover sheet.
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